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SpotWall.com 
The Frugal Person’s Trip Tracking Website 

By Ken Snodgrass 

 
SpotWalla.com is a no cost, advertising free 
web service that provides users with a 
unique webpage that displays your location 
info on a personalized Google Map. Your 
location data is provided to SpotWalla via a 
smart phone app or from personal tracking 
devices such as SPOT or DeLorme inReach.  
SpotWalla provides strong security of your 
trip info and has step by step instructions 
which make it easy to use. 
 

 
Screenshot of the webpage showing my 
Labrador trip info.  The blue line is a track that I 
entered before the trip which shows my 
intended route.  The yellow dots are location 
info provided by my iPhone. 
 
In order to use SpotWalla, you’ll need to 
open an account on the SpotWalla website, 
download an app to your smart phone, 
configure your phone with SpotWalla, and 
then open a trip on the SpotWalla website. 
Once tracking is enabled on the app, 
location data is automatically sent to 
SpotWalla at time intervals you select. You 
can also manually send fixed and custom 
messages and photos which will be 

displayed on your webpage map along with 
the location data. Track (intended route) info 
can be added to your trip webpage at any 
time using KML/KMZ files which you can 
create using Base Camp or Google My 
Maps. 
 
From totally open to totally private, you 
determine the level of exposure of your trip 
with which you're comfortable. You can 
password protect your trip webpage, hide it 
from web searches or make it totally public.  
SpotWalla also allows you to create secure 
zones where location data and messages 
will not be displayed on your trip web page.  
Each trip is assigned a unique URL which 
you can then distribute or post on social 
media. You can also embed your trip on a 
web page or blog which will then display the 
current trip map and info to anyone viewing 
the web page or blog.  
 
Another feature of SpotWalla is a Location 
Page, a webpage that displays a Google 
Map with the last location info for a group of 
users. Location Pages can be password 
protected or public. 
 

 
Screenshot of the public Adventure Riders 
Location Page.  That’s me just west of Detroit.  
If members are interested, a similar Location 
Page can be setup for MSTR 
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There are a couple of cautions regarding 
SpotWalla. First, if you are using a cell 
phone to provide location data, you need cell 
service. If no cell service data is available, 
the app will buffer data and transmit it once 
cell service is available. It is unclear how 
much data will be buffered. Second, 
SpotWalla does not provide any type of 
emergency Search and Rescue 
communication as provided by SPOT, 
InReach, or a PLB. 
 
Please contact Ken Snodgrass at 
nosvamos1948@gmail.com if you have any 
questions or need help getting started with 
SpotWalla. 
 
 

Motion Pro Seal Mate 
Product Evaluation 

By Ian Orr 
 
There’s nothing quite like that “Oh crap” 
feeling you get when you see a film of oil 
coating one of the fork legs on your 
motorcycle.  If you’re lucky the oil is only on 
the fork leg and if you’re not it has coated 
everything, including the brake caliper, brake 
rotor and maybe even the front of your 
motorcycle. Either way the cost of a new 
seal PLUS the cost and downtime to have it 
professionally replaced can be substantial. 
 
But despair not, there may be a simple and 
VERY low cost solution from the folks at 
Motion Pro called Seal Mate. 
 
First, a simple review of what a fork seal 
does and how it works. Your forks are filled 
with a precise amount of special oil which 
defines how much and how quickly the fork 
moves up and down as you ride. You can 
search the web if you want a more detailed 
explanation but that’s about it. In essence a 
fork seal keeps a precise amount of oil inside 
the fork and you want to ensure that precise 
amount of oil stays inside the fork.  
 
Precise amount is the key phrase. If you’re 
unlucky and there’s fork oil all over the fork, 
brake caliper, brake rotor and the front of 

your motorcycle then too much of that 
special oil has escaped from inside the fork 
so the fork may not work properly. Worse 
yet, if too much oil has escaped out of the 
fork then foreign substances could have 
entered into the fork. Foreign substances 
such dirt, road tar and insect parts can get 
into and plug or damage key passageways 
which control how the oil flows. This can 
destroy the fork and is the reason your local 
dealer or mechanic will only replace a 
leaking seal – they have no idea how much 
oil has leaked out of or if any contaminants 
have gotten into the fork, potentially 
damaging it.  You’re not going to like it if they 
save you a couple hundred dollars to replace 
a seal only to be told the fork is now 
damaged and it will cost a thousand dollars 
or more to replace it.      
 
The fork seal works by tightly and completely 
surrounding the very smooth surface of the 
fork tube. A fork seal fails in one of three 
ways. First, it just wears out. Over time that 
tight fit causes the softer seal material to 
wear as the metal fork tube moves up and 
down against the seal. Second, the seal can 
become physically damaged. If the fork tube 
surface gets damaged (like a sharp burr from 
a rock hitting it) or something hard sticks to it 
(like road tar or an insect shell) the seal can 
be cut. Finally, dirt can get underneath the 
seal, lifting it off the surface of the fork and 
preventing it from sealing to the fork. 
 
For failures one and two there is no choice – 
the seal must be replaced. For failure 
number three, and if you catch and repair it 
quickly, the Motion Pro Seal Mate is the DIY 
repair that costs less than $10, takes less 
than an hour and has personally saved me 
several hundred dollars for seal 
replacement. I’ve used it on three different 
occasions to permanently stop leaking forks 
seals on both of my motorcycles. I carry the 
Seal Mate in my tank bag and recently fixed 
a small seal leak in a motel parking lot. 
 
Using the Seal Mate takes a little practice. 
Type Seal Mate into YouTube and watch 
several of the demonstration videos to see 
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how it’s used. Remember, if it’s a small leak 
you can probably safely use the Seal Mate to 
fix the problem.  If there’s oil everywhere you 
may be able to stop the leak so you can 
finish your trip and then get to a dealer for 
the proper repair. The Motion Pro Seal Mate 
is available from brick & mortar and online 
retailers. 
 

A special thanks to Ken Snodgrass 

for his article featured this month. 
 

Remember… It doesn’t pay a reward, but 
your articles will be appreciated by your fellow 
members and the newsletter editor, and you 

will also earn points toward the 2016 MOTY 
Award! 

 

MSTR    
Heads Up 

Here’s a listing of 
some of the upcoming 
local events and 
meetings within the 
next few weeks. If you 
know of a local 
motorcycle event in 
Michigan or Ontario 

the MSTR would be interested in send Ian 
Orr an e-mail at 
Communications@mstriders.com with the 
details. 

 

MSTR  
EAST Breakfast Meeting 

 
Saturday, October 22, 2016, @ 8:30 AM 

 
East breakfast meeting is at Doc’s Sport 
Retreat in Livonia, MI. Doc's is located at 

19265 Victor Parkway. East of I-275, north of 7 
mile road and across from Dave and Buster’s. 
Gregg Mitchell will be moderating this meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

MSTR 
WEST Breakfast Meeting 

 
Saturday, November 12, 2016, @ 10:00 AM 

 
West breakfast meeting is at the Alibi Bar & 
Grill, 1394 E. Riverside Drive, Ionia, MI 
(www.alibionia.com). Please send an email to 
Gala (gschip@me.com) so she can plan on 
providing breakfast for everyone who attends. 
Bart will be moderating this meeting. Breakfast 
will be available for $11 plus tax & tip.  

 

MSTR     
2016 Rides 

 

One of the goals of 
the MSTR is to 
organize a few 
multi-day rides each 
year specifically for 
our members in 

some of the premier riding areas in the 
Midwest and Southeast. All MSTR rides are 
limited to those who are current members of 
the MSTR.  
 

2016 MSTR Mileage Program 
 

All year 
 

The MSTR is running an informal mileage 
program for MSTR members to track and 
compare their yearly miles with other 
members.  To participate you need to do 
nothing more than record your motorcycle’s 
starting mileage(s) for 2016 and then 
periodically send a mileage update to Ian at 
Communications@mstriders.com with the 
subject “Mileage update”.  Every time you send 
Ian an update he’ll send an acknowledgement.  
If you don’t hear back within a couple of weeks 
then he didn’t get your e-mail.  Go to the MSTR 
website (www.mstriders.com/) and visit the 
Events page for additional details. 
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2016 MSTR  
Life’s a Beach Grand Tour 

 

Michigan 
April 1 – December 1 

 

Get your motorcycle ready: oil change, new 
tires, scheduled maintenance completed and 
recreation pass on your Michigan 
registration. The Life’s a Beach Grand Tour, 
has been open since April 1.  

All of this year’s checkpoints are at 
public beaches on the great lakes in Michigan.  
As in the last 2 years, I have 8 checkpoints in 
the lower peninsula and 6 in the upper 
peninsula.  I have also picked 1 or 2 nearby 
points of interest as suggestions for extra 
credit.  Those can be visited for 1 point each, 
or any other unique Michigan tourist trap, 
business, museum, point of interest or 
restaurant will also qualify for extra credit, with 
a maximum of 3 extra credit points per 
checkpoint.  Additionally, since this is the 
Michigan “Life’s a Beach” grand tour, I’m 
offering 10 extra credit points for anyone who 
gets a photo of him/herself relaxing on the 
beach (sitting in a collapsible camping chair, 
holding a camping cup, while wearing his/her 
riding gear).  I will also organize a ride to a 
local beach for a group photo of same after a 
Saturday breakfast meeting during the 
summer.  And, if we include a group photo of 
everyone who wears an Aerostitch in that 
repose, I have no doubt it would qualify for a 
cover photo for next year’s Aerostitch catalog. 
If you want to participate send an e-mail to 
Keith at keith.danielson@wowway.com or 
if you signed up for Keith’s Grand Tour last 
year, he’ll send you the rider information 
packet via e-mail.  If you’re not able to make 
the ride this year you can just delete the e-
mail.  
 

MSTR                 
Newsletter & Website 

 
The MSTR Newsletter and Website 
(www.mstriders.com/) belong to you, the 
members. They both can only be as good and 

as interesting as you make them. If you've got 
something to say about a ride, your bike, 
perhaps a trip you’re planning, whatever, send 
it in for the newsletter and/or website to:  
Ian Orr: Communications@mstriders.com 
 
 

MSTR  
Photo Gallery 

 
The MSTR maintains a SmugMug photo 
gallery (https://mstriders.smugmug.com/) to 
allow members to upload and download 
pictures of various club events.  Upload and 
download passwords are sent out to 
participants for each event.  Click on the above 
link or visit the MSTR website and select the 
MSTR Photo Gallery link to check out all the 
event pictures. 
 
 

MSTR                         
Dealer Members & News 

_____________________________________ 

 
BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan 

www.bmwmcsem.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
BMW of Grand Rapids 

www.bmwmcgr.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
Ducati Detroit 

www.ducatidetroit.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
Fox Powersports 

www.foxpowersports.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
Genthe Honda Powersports 

www.genthehondapowersports.com/ 
_____________________________________ 
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Please patronize the following 
businesses owned by your fellow MSTR 
Members, whenever possible. 
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