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20th Vintage Motorcycle Show at 
the Gilmore Car Museum 

By Ian Orr 
 

  
 
Over the years I’d heard stories about the 
Gilmore Car Museum and how it was a 
“must see” destination. Then again, how 
good could this place be when it’s located in 
the middle of Michigan farmland and not 
near any major city? Well, as I found out last 
Saturday it was absolutely stunning – a 
multi-faceted jewel which can be viewed 
from every side for a mere pittance 
($12/person!). Add in the museum’s 20th 
annual Vintage Motorcycle Show, perfect 
weather and the company of a dozen or so 
fellow MSTR members and the must-see 
destination turned into an epic adventure. 

 
First, the museum; you can go to their 
website and view the official pictures and 
read about the 90 acre site and the almost 
400 cars yourselves so I’ll tell you some 
things they won’t. With only a few exceptions 

you can walk right up to every car & 
motorcycle on display. You can even (gasp) 
touch them.  Yes the discrete little signs 
politely ask you refrain but come on, many of 
the cars and motorcycles just beg to be 
touched!  Radiator badges, a bodywork 
crease, a mechanical linkage, a lever on a 
handlebar, all are just too enticing.  I 
suppose if you went too far you might get 
escorted out. After examining and 
manipulating a headlight linkage connected 
to the steering rod on a 30s era Hudson the 
only reprimand I got was a disapproving look 
and then the employee silently wiped my 
indiscretion away with a microfiber polishing 
cloth. The majority of the priceless cars are 
housed inside an array of well-lit, air-
conditioned buildings which are perfect for 
photographs (take as many as you’d like).  
However many of the cars, all the 
motorcycles, pedal cars and miniatures are 
kept in rustic and well maintained pole barns. 
The less-than-perfect lighting makes 
photography a bit of a challenge but the 
setting is just more period-correct and down 
to earth. 

 
Second, the Vintage Motorcycle show; all 
these motorcycles were outside on the lawn 
arrayed in orderly rows and somewhat 
grouped by marque.  While there were some 
true vintage motorcycles on display the 
majority belonged to the “I had one of those”, 
“my buddy had one of those” or “I always 
wanted one of those” category. We were 
lucky enough to be at the Triumph display 
during judging and got a chance to watch 
several owners kick-start their bikes to prove 
they could run.  I’d forgotten just how much 
effort and timing went into encouraging a 
recalcitrant twin into firing up, especially on a 
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hot day with twenty-odd spectators.  Kudos 
to the kick-starters…and I’ll take electric start 
every time. 

 
Finally, the people; if you’re a people-
watcher then this event if for you. Almost by 
definition we motorcyclists are an eclectic 
bunch. We know we don’t fit the expected 
societal mold and we’re damn proud to 
demonstrate it, especially when surrounded 
by our peers.  Lots of leather, chains galore, 
politically incorrect T-shirts (and correct 
ones), full-on riding suits, purple hair, 
piercing and all manner of tattoos. …and 
that’s just the BMW crowd!  
 
After spending most of the day looking at 
cars and vintage motorcycles my wife and I 
headed home chattering away on our 
intercom about what we’d seen only to 
realize we’d missed the pole barn with  
motorcycles from 1910 through 2000. Well, 
there’s always next year. 

 

Nanotips 
By Vince Cardinale 

 
Ever notice that you can't operate your 
smartphone or tablet touchscreen while 
wearing riding gloves?  One possible 
solution: Nanotips   

 

According to nanotips.com/faq 
 

“Nanotips is a conductive liquid polyamide 

solution that will transform your favorite pair of 
gloves into touchscreen gloves. Formulated using 
nanotechnology, Nanotips mimics the touch of 
human skin.” 

    
So, does it work? 

I applied Nanotips solution to four different 
riding gloves per directions and then tested 
on an Apple iPhone 5 and Samsung Tab 3. 
 

Gloves (in alphabetical order by brand 
name) 
 

• Dianese Scout Evo GTX Winter Gloves 
• Held Keprotec Vented Summer Gloves 
• Icon Patrol 
• Taichi Drymaster Rain Gloves 

 
Note that none of these gloves would operate 
either device as is. 

 

Results 
 
Dianese Scout Evo GTX Winter Gloves 

 

These are thick fingered winter gloves.  
Initial Nanotips application yielded mixed 
results.  Using the flat glove surface over 
the left index finger's fingerprint area, the 
screen was responsive, however fine 
control was not possible on either device.   
Per Nanotips included instructions 
suggestion, a subsequent Nanotips 
application over a larger surface area of 
the left index finger area resulted in the 
very tip of the glove activating both 
touchscreens with sufficient fine control to 
effectively operate apps on both devices.   

 

Held Keprotec Vented Summer Gloves 
 

A single Nanotips application rendered 
this glove touchscreen compatible on 
both devices. Both gross and fine 
operations were possible. 

 

Icon Patrol 
 

This is a thickly padded glove with a 
slightly concave fingertip.   
Initial Nanotips application yielded 
unsatisfactory results, as the glove 
basically would not operate either device 
without multiple attempts.  Only sweeping 
motions were marginally effective, with no 
fine control possible.   
Subsequent application rendered only 
slightly better results.  Only the inside flat 
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surface alongside the fingertip would 
operate either device with any 
consistency, either as a touch or sweep 
motion.  No real fine control possible. 

 

Taichi Drymaster Rain Gloves 
 

iPhone 5:   
Initial Nanotips application yielded mixed 
results. Fingertip operation was 
successful about 25% of the time.  The 
area of the glove over the fingerprint area 
was successful about 50% of the time, for 
touch and sweep motions.   
Subsequent Nanotips application over a 
larger area rendered this glove operable 
about 80% of the time for touch and 
sweep operations. Fine control was 
satisfactory. 
 
Samsung Tab 3: 
This device was much more usable with 
these gloves upon initial Nanotips 
application. Gross and fine touch and 
sweep control was satisfactory.   
Subsequent Nanotips application did not 
render significantly different results. 

 

Conclusion 
 
Does it work?  Yes, but with some caveats.  
As is often the case, mileage may vary.  At 
$14.95 retail on the nanotips.com website, it 
may be worth a try.  The 8 ml bottle is said to 
coat about 25-30 fingertips. The product 
appears to be more effective and usable on 
thinner vs. thicker gloves.  Don't expect this 
to work as well as your fingertip. Device 
touchscreen sensitivity may be a factor. 

 

Note that this is not a permanent solution; 
periodic reapplication will be required.   
 
Overall Rating:  Recommended.   
 

Alternatives 
 

• AnyGlove - Similar product. 
o http://www.anyglove.com 

• Thumb Dogs – Slip on touchscreen 
compatible fingertip glove covers. 

o http://thumbdogs.com 

Motorcycle Insurance 
By Maury Feuerman 
 
At some point everyone who rides a 
motorcycle and purchases insurance for it 
finds out that there is a charge built into the 
cost identified as (“MCCA”).  This acronym 
stands for the “Michigan Catastrophic Claims 
Association” which was originally established 
back in 1978. The purpose was to amend 
the no-fault law at the time because it had 
become impossible for insurance companies 
to buy reinsurance. Michigan “No Fault” 
provides for unlimited lifetime medical 
benefits for people who are injured in auto 
accidents, the average driver could not 
afford to pay the cost of insurance to cover 
this. That’s right! There is No cap, endless 
medical coverage regardless of the expense!   
For people severely injured it includes all 
rehab, at home care, and outfitting their 
home with handicap accessibility. As you 
can imagine, the cost can be astronomical 
especially if someone experiences 
irreparable damage at a young age.  This is 
the reason that Michigan has the highest 
cost of auto, and motorcycle insurance in the 
nation. 
 
The really unique part about the MCCA as it 
relates to us is that unless a motorcyclist is 
injured in an accident with a motor vehicle, 
he/she is not entitled to no-fault benefits!  
Thus if a motorcyclist is injured after hitting, 
for example, a tree, he/she would not be 
entitled to collect such benefits. The thought 
behind this is that motorcyclists are not 
required to purchase no-fault medical 
benefits.  Motorcyclists should receive such 
benefits when injured in an accident with a 
motor vehicle because they are collecting 
under the motor vehicle’s no-fault policy and 
not under their own policy.  This is why it is 
important for us to purchase 
uninsured/underinsured coverage. If a 
motorcyclist is involved in an accident with a 
motor vehicle, the rider and passenger of the 
motorcycle will be eligible to receive 
unlimited PIP benefits.  If a motorcyclist is 
NOT involved in an accident with a motor 
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vehicle, then the occupants of the 
motorcycle are not eligible for unlimited 
lifetime PIP coverage and only eligible for 
whatever benefits were purchased from the 
motorcycle insurer. (This is important for 
every Michigan rider to understand!) 
 
So what’s the punch line?  You should know 
that every carrier that provides coverage in 
Michigan is required to charge the customer 
and subsequently pay into the MCCA fund 
the same amount, which will be increased 
from $150 to $160 per year starting July 1st 
2016.  Also the state is required to prorate 
the charge in the event that you cancel 
coverage before the end of the policy. If you 
live in another state and are able to register 
and insure your motorcycle out of Michigan 
you may want to check that out.  
 
So when you look at the cost of insurance for 
your motorcycle consider subtracting the 
MCCA charge and you will get a better idea 
of how much you are really paying for 
insurance. 

 

MSTR    
Heads Up 

 
Here’s a listing of 
some of the 
upcoming local 
events and 
meetings within 
the next few 
weeks. 

 
 

 

MSTR  
EAST Breakfast Meeting 

 
Saturday, June 25, 2016, @ 8:30 AM 

 
East breakfast meeting is at Doc’s Sport 
Retreat in Livonia, MI. Doc's is located at 

19265 Victor Parkway. East of I-275, north of 7 
mile road and across from Dave and Buster’s. 
Gregg Mitchell will be moderating this meeting. 

MSTR 
WEST Breakfast Meeting 

 
Saturday, July 9, 2016, @ 10:00 AM 

 
West breakfast meeting is at the Alibi Bar & 
Grill, 1394 E. Riverside Drive, Ionia, MI 
(www.alibionia.com). Please send an email to 
Gala (gschip@me.com) so she can plan on 
providing breakfast for everyone who attends. 
Bart is on his yearly Alaska adventure so Augie 
will be moderating this meeting. Breakfast will 
be available for $11 plus tax & tip.  
 
If you know of a local motorcycle event in 
Michigan or Ontario the MSTR would be 
interested in send Ian Orr an e-mail at 
Communications@mstriders.com with the 
details. 
 

“Ladies First” 
All-female track day 

 
Grattan Raceway 

July 2 
 
Sportbike Track Girl is proud to announce 
2016's "Ladies First" all-female track day, 
Saturday, July 2, 2016 to be held at Grattan 
Raceway, Belding, Michigan! 
 
As usual, ST Girl is happy to provide 
complimentary "Track Assistance Program." 
TAP is designed to provide total support for our 
women riders so that they can attend track 
days independently. We're happy to help 
unload your bike, prep it so that it passes 
inspection, offer mechanical/technical 
assistance throughout the day and help 
load/strap down your bike for your trip home. 
 
Sorry guys - this is the STGirl Ladies first 
event!  You can't ride... but you're welcome to 
come hold an umbrella! 
 
Go to https://www.sportbiketracktime.com/ 
and select the Schedule dropdown for details. 
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10th Annual  
BMW MOTORADD Days 

 
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park 

August 19-21 
 

 

 
 
Celebrating our tenth year! Join motorcycling 
enthusiasts from all over as they gather at the 
annual BMW Motorrad Days, August 19-
21, 2016 at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park™. 
Online ticket purchase is now open! 
 
Visit www.bmw-motorrad.ca to buy your 
BMW Motorrad Days 2016 tickets before July 
31, 2016 and you will be automatically entered 
in the “WIN A SUMMER ON THE R NINET 
SCRAMBLER” early bird contest for your 
chance to win a 3 month/7,500 km loan of a 
2017 BMW R nineT Scrambler!  

 

MSTR     
2016 Rides 

 

One of the goals of the 
MSTR is to organize a 
few multi-day rides 
each year specifically 
for our members in 

some of the premier riding areas in the 
Midwest and Southeast. With the exception 
of the MoArk and MR2 events all MSTR 
rides are limited to those who are current 
members of the MSTR. The full 2016 
schedule is still in development. There are 
many rides scheduled and a few still being 
planned. Others will be posted here and on 
the MSTR website as the year unfolds.  
 

2016 MSTR Mileage Program 
 

All year 
 
The MSTR will run an informal mileage 
program for MSTR members to track and 
compare their yearly miles with other 
members.  To participate you need to do 
nothing more than record your motorcycle’s 
starting mileage(s) for 2016 and then 
periodically send a mileage update to Ian at 
Communications@mstriders.com with the 
subject “Mileage update”.  Every time you send 
me an update I’ll send an acknowledgement.  If 
you don’t hear back within a couple of weeks 
then I didn’t get your e-mail.  Go to the MSTR 
website (www.mstriders.com/) and visit the 
Events page for additional details. 
 

2016 MSTR  
Life’s a Beach Grand Tour 

 
Michigan 

April 1 – December 1 
 

Get your motorcycle ready: oil change, new 
tires, scheduled maintenance completed and 
recreation pass on your Michigan 
registration. The Life’s a Beach Grand Tour, 
has been open since April 1.  
 
All of this year’s checkpoints are at public 
beaches on the great lakes in Michigan.  As in 
the last 2 years, I have 8 checkpoints in the 
lower peninsula and 6 in the upper peninsula.  I 
have also picked 1 or 2 nearby points of 
interest as suggestions for extra credit.  Those 
can be visited for 1 point each, or any other 
unique Michigan tourist trap, business, 
museum, point of interest or restaurant will also 
qualify for extra credit, with a maximum of 3 
extra credit points per checkpoint.  Additionally, 
since this is the Michigan “Life’s a Beach” 
grand tour, I’m offering 10 extra credit points 
for anyone who gets a photo of him/herself 
relaxing on the beach (sitting in a collapsible 
camping chair, holding a camping cup, while 
wearing his/her riding gear).  I will also 
organize a ride to a local beach for a group 
photo of same after a Saturday breakfast 
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meeting during the summer.  And, if we include 
a group photo of everyone who wears an 
Aerostitch in that repose, I have no doubt it 
would qualify for a cover photo for next year’s 
Aerostitch catalog. 
If you want to participate send an e-mail to 
Keith at keith.danielson@wowway.com or 
if you signed up for Keith’s Grand Tour last 
year, he’ll send you the rider information 
packet via e-mail.  If you’re not able to make 
the ride this year you can just delete the e-
mail.  

 

BGB 

Blue Grass Boogie 
 

Morehead, KY 
July 14 – 17 

Cat Herder – Gregg Mitchell 
 

Join us in Morehead, KY to ride some great 
roads in Eastern Kentucky on Friday the 15th 
and Saturday 16th. I expect everyone will be 
homeward bound on Sunday the 17th. We'll be 
staying at the following Motel: 
 

Hampton Inn 
500 Hampton Way  

I-64 Exit State Route 32  
Phone: 606-780-0601  

 

Should they fill up, or if you want a little less 
expensive room, there are plenty of other 
motels nearby. 
 
There will be a Mandatory "Rider's Meeting" 
held at the hotel every evening, beginning on 
Thursday 14th at 9:00 PM, where we'll set up 
the riding groups, review the routes and 
prepare for the next day’s ride. If you want to 
participate - here's what you do: 
 
1. Make your hotel reservations at the hotel 
without delay. There is NOT a block of rooms 
being "Held". 
 

VERY IMPORTANT! 
2. Let me know that you're planning on being 
there – Maps and directions will be distributed 
by email ONLY to those whose name I have on 
record as attending 

Contact Gregg Mitchell at the following: 
1_of_4@mstriders.com 

Phone 248-760-0841 (Cell) 
248-377-8170 (Work) 

 

Leamington Flat Track 
 

Leamington, Ontario 
July 30 

 
Phil Bolichowski will host a lunch at a local 
restaurant and a ride thru the county to the 
Leamington Fair Grounds to attend the Flat 
Track races. 
 

Leamington Fair Grounds 
194 Erie Street N 

Leamington, Ontario Canada 
 

Lunch at 2 PM in Windsor 
Race starts 5 PM till 10 PM 

 
Contact Phil Bolichowski for more information. 
 

BBR 

Barn Burn Raid 
 

Marietta, OH 
Aug 26 – 28 

Cat Herder – Gregg Mitchell 
 

Join us in Marietta, OH to ride some great 
roads in SE Ohio & West Virginia on Friday the 
26th and Saturday the 27th. Possible pre-rides 
on Thursday the 25th and Friday the 26th from 
the Bob Evans in Perrysville, OH will be 
announced later and we’ll ride back on Sunday 
the 28th.  We'll be staying at the following Motel 

 
Microtel Inn & Suites 

506 Pike Street 
Marietta, OH 45750  

Phone: 740-373-7373  
 

Should they fill up, or if you want a little less 
expensive room, there are plenty of other 
motels nearby. There will be a Mandatory 
"Rider's Meeting" held at the hotel every 
evening, beginning on Thursday 25h at 9:00 
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PM, where we'll set up the riding groups, 
review the routes and prepare for the next 
day’s ride. 
If you want to participate - here's what you do: 
 
1. Make your hotel reservations at the hotel 
without delay. There is NOT a block of rooms 
being "Held". 
 

VERY IMPORTANT! 
2. Let me know that you're planning on being 
there – Maps and directions will be distributed 
by email ONLY to those whose name I have on 
record as attending. 
 
Contact Gregg Mitchell at the following: 

1_of_4@mstriders.com 
Phone 248-760-0841 (Cell) 

248-377-8170 (Work) 
  

MSTR                 
Newsletter & Website 

 
The MSTR Newsletter and Website 
(www.mstriders.com/) belong to you, the 
members. Both of them can only be as good 
and as interesting as you make them. If you've 
got something to say about a ride, your bike, 
perhaps a trip you’re planning, whatever, send 
it in for the newsletter and/or website to:  
Ian Orr: Communications@mstriders.com 
 

MSTR  
Photo Gallery 

 
The MSTR maintains a SmugMug photo 
gallery (https://mstriders.smugmug.com/) to 
allow members to upload and download 
pictures of various club events.  Upload and 
download passwords are sent out to 
participants for each event.  Click on the above 
link or visit the MSTR website and select the 
MSTR Photo Gallery link to check out all the 
events pictures. 
 
 
 

MSTR                         
Dealer Members & News 

_____________________________________ 

 
BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan 

www.bmwmcsem.com/ 
 

Demonstrator Fleet Replacement 
It is time for us to replace our fleet of 
demonstrators.  This means that we are able to 
pass outstanding values on to our customers.  
We have a full fleet that needs to be renewed 
and are ready to have our current fleet find 
new homes.  Our pricing is special.  Please call 
Audrey or Jeff to discuss your desires.  Hurry, 
these motorcycles will be sold quickly. 
 _____________________________________ 

 
BMW of Grand Rapids 

www.bmwmcgr.com/ 
 

Carl Reese Presentation 
Saturday, June 25, 2016 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Carl Reese is an American endurance driver 
who has set the most transcontinental driving 
records than anyone since Erwin “Cannonball” 
Baker. Carl and his team set six world records 
in 2015 over a seven-month period. The most 
notable of these runs was the solo motorcycle 
“Cannonball” from Los Angeles to New York 
that Reese set in 38 hours, 49 minutes. 
_____________________________________ 

 
Ducati Detroit 

www.ducatidetroit.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
Fox Powersports 

www.foxpowersports.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
Genthe Honda Powersports 

www.genthehondapowersports.com/ 
_____________________________________ 
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Please patronize the following 
businesses owned by your fellow MSTR 

Members, whenever possible. 
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