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Roughrider 1000 
Heartland Tornado 

 
Eleven of the 2017 Roughrider 1000 Heartland 
Tornado participants received their event 
certificates at the October East side breakfast 
meeting.  
 

 
 

The Chelsea Flanders 
Motorcycle 

By Jac Brown 
 
In the previous article on motorcycle history, I 
mentioned that a group of us have brought a 
Flanders 4 motorcycle back to Chelsea where 
it was manufactured and donated it to the local 
museum. You might wonder how did this get 
started? The one word answer is “beer”. We 
have a group of motorcycle riders in Chelsea 
that get together in the winter to talk 
motorcycles and drink beer. We call it Barley 
Therapy. Therapy because talking with friends 
about motorcycles is a weak substitute for 
riding when it's cold and snowy outside. Barley 
because beer is thought to further ease the 

pain of not riding. 
 
In the fall of 2015, we learned that one of our 
local motorcycle celebrities had been 
diagnosed with cancer. Art Farley grew up in 
Chelsea and has been working with 
motorcycles, especially old motorcycles, for his 
entire life. In addition to running an old 
motorcycle repair and restoration shop in 
Chelsea for many years, he has successfully 
competed in the Motorcycle Cannonball Run 
which is a coast to coast endurance run for 
pre-1929 motorcycles. He is also a multi-time 
road racing champion in AHRMA (American 
Historic Racing Motorcycle Association) and 
was leading the pre-1940 Grand Prix class 
earlier this summer, in spite of chemo therapy. 
Art was the first guy in town to recognize and 
promote the history of the Flanders motorcycle 
and Chelsea. 
 

 
 
Back at that Barley meeting in 2015, Elliott 
Andrews, a long time Barley member, threw 
out the idea, “Wouldn't it be great if we could 
find a Flanders and donate it to the Chelsea 
History Museum in honor of Art Farley?” As it 
happens, a few months later Elliott was on 
vacation in California and was invited to tour a 
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private motorcycle collection. And there, in the 
main entry aisle was an unrestored 1911 
Flanders 4 motorcycle.  
 
Fast forward a few months and Elliott had 
managed to negotiate a price for the California 
Flanders on the condition that it was going to 
the museum and we started fund raising. By 
July, 2016 we had enough money pledged to 
bring the Flanders home to Chelsea. A huge 
thanks to the local businesses and individuals 
who have contributed so far. When complete, it 
will live in the small Chelsea Museum that is 
directly across the railroad tracks from the 
factory where it was manufactured. 
 
The Flanders 4 was a single cylinder, 500 cc, 
motorcycle with 4 HP and a flat leather belt 
drive. It had a total loss oil system, magneto 
ignition, and what was known as an 
atmospheric intake valve. That means the 
intake valve isn't driven by a cam but has a 
weak spring that opens when the cylinder 
pressure is lower than the pressure in the 
intake manifold. The brakes were a big version 
of a bicycle coaster brake and you controlled 
the brakes by pedaling backwards and started 
the engine by pedaling forward with the rear 
wheel up on a stand. All of this was typical of 
other motorcycles on the market at that time. 
An Indian or Harley single of that period would 
have operated in the same way. 
 
The goal of the Barley Therapy group was to 
donate a Flanders motorcycle to the Chelsea 
Historical Museum that would give visitors a 
sense of the time. For that, we wanted it to be 
a “live” exhibit that could be started and ridden. 
The Flanders that arrived from California was a 
beautiful example of originality, but was far 
from being started or ridden. Somewhere in its 
life, the frame had been bent and the bike had 
been put away in a corner where the rims and 
spokes had rotted to the point that they weren't 
safe. The engine was free, but hadn't been 
started in a very long time. If we were going to 
give the museum a “live” exhibit, we had a lot 
of work to do. 
 
On the other side of things, the patina of the 
bike was beautiful. Probably the prettiest part, 

in my opinion, was the original copper gas tank 
with the original paint and Flanders emblem on 
the side. 
 

 
 
In addition to the Barley guys, Art Farley joined 
the effort and brought along his friend, Joe 
Gardella. You may recognize Joe's name from 
the 100 year old motorcycle race at Barber and 
the TV program where he raced against Dale 
from “What's in the Barn”. Some call him by his 
nickname of Slo Joe. 
 

 
 
Having Art and Joe helped us immensely 
because they have knowledge and 
connections to get us through the project. Joe 
took on straightening the frame and Art helped 
us with contacts to get new, cast iron piston 
rings made. Here is a short video of the first 
engine start for the Flanders after the rebuild. 
 

Brittany 1st start of refurbished Flanders 
 
The work continued through last winter and 

https://vimeo.com/227789998
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spring and kicked into high gear this summer. 
Both Art and Elliott had health problems that 
were progressing. We wanted to get it running 
and rideable while they both could participate. 
Near the end of July, we reached our goal and 
had a small event where Art rode the Flanders 
down the street in front of the museum. 
Unfortunately, we lost Elliot to cancer shortly 
after this event, but at least he got to see it run. 
Elliott will be missed. Art rode the Flanders in 
both in the kickoff event and the Chelsea 
parade. His first comment after riding it was, 
“This thing has a lot more horsepower than 
brakes.” 
 

 
 
Of course, there is more to do. Getting the bike 
running, we ended up with jury rigged parts 
and incomplete/incorrect finish on new parts. 
This winter, we hope to get the correct parts 
where possible, rebuild systems like the rear 
brake and hand controls so they work better, 
and bring the finish to a consistent and correct 
level. Here is a video of Art riding the Flanders 
in front of the museum. 
 

Art on Flanders 
 
At the moment, the Flanders is spending time 
on display at the museum. As the winter comes 
on, we may pull it away for additional work. Of 
course, no project is ever done. We welcome 
both donations of time and money in support of 
the project. If you are interested in volunteering 
time, please contact me. If you are interested 
in supporting the project with a donation, you 
can donate to the Chelsea Historical Society, 
Flanders Fund.  

 

And in the future, we hope you will visit the 
museum or see the bike at one of the Chelsea 
public events.   
 

A special thanks to Jac Brown for his 

article and pictures featured this month. 
 

Remember… All published articles earn 

a free breakfast and your articles will be 
appreciated by your fellow members and the 
newsletter editor, and you will also earn points 

toward the 2017 MOTY Award! 
 

MSTR 
Heads Up 

Here’s a listing of some of 
the upcoming local events 
and meetings within the 
next few weeks. If you 
know of a local motorcycle 

event in Michigan or Ontario the MSTR 
would be interested in send Ian Orr an e-
mail, with the details,to 
 Communications@mstriders.com. 
 

MSTR  
EAST Breakfast Meeting 

 
Saturday, November 18, 2017, @ 9:00 AM 

 
East breakfast meeting is at Doc’s Sport 
Retreat in Livonia, MI. Doc's is located at 

19265 Victor Parkway. East of I-275, north of 7 
mile road and across from Dave and Buster’s. 
Gregg Mitchell will be moderating this meeting. 
 

MSTR 
WEST Breakfast Meeting 

 
Saturday, December 9, 2017, @ 10:00 AM 

 
West breakfast meeting is at the Alibi Bar & 
Grill, 1394 E. Riverside Drive, Ionia, MI 
(www.alibionia.com). Please send an email to 
Gala (gschip@me.com) so she can plan on 
providing breakfast for everyone who attends. 

https://vimeo.com/227787152
mailto:Communications@mstriders.com
http://www.alibionia.com/
mailto:gschip@me.com
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Breakfast will be available for $11 plus tax & 
tip. Keith Danielson will be moderating this 
meeting.  

 

MSTR  
2017 Rides 

 

With the arrival of autumn, 
lower temperatures, a 

couple of snow flurries and fewer and fewer 
daylight riding hours the MSTR organized 
rides have ended for 2017. We haven’t 
completely given up on impromptu rides, 
especially if the temperatures go up and the 
salt trucks all stay parked. 
 
For those who are counting, there are 144 
days from the East side November breakfast 
meeting to MoArk 11, the first MSTR event in 
2018. 
 

2017 MSTR  
Deposed Depots Grand Tour 

March 25 – November 19 
Michigan 

 
Keith’s 2017 Michigan Deposed Depots 
Grand Tour is wrapping up. There are 14 
checkpoints, with 8 in the Lower Peninsula, 
and 6 in the Upper Peninsula. Additionally, 
you can earn up to 3 extra credit points for 
each checkpoint (42 extra credit points total) 
for stopping to see other Michigan 
attractions. These can be other depots, 
museums, historical points of interest, scenic 
attractions, tourist attractions, and unique 
Michigan restaurants. All photo proofs of 
your visits will be due to Keith by Nov. 19. 
 
Organizer: Keith Danielson 
keith.danielson@wowway.com 
 

MSTR  
Newsletter & Website 

 

The MSTR Newsletter and Website 
(www.mstriders.com/) belong to you, the 
riders. They both can only be as good and as 
interesting as you make them. If you've got 
something to say about a ride, your bike, 
perhaps a trip you’re planning, whatever, send 
it in for the newsletter and/or website to:  
Ian Orr: Communications@mstriders.com 
 

MSTR  
Photo Gallery 

 
The MSTR maintains a SmugMug photo 
gallery (https://mstriders.smugmug.com/) to 
allow riders to upload and download pictures of 
various club events. Upload and download 
passwords are sent out to participants for each 
event. Click on the above link or visit the MSTR 
website and select the MSTR Photo Gallery 
link to check out all the event pictures.  
 
 

MSTR  
Dealer Members 

_____________________________________ 
 

BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan 
www.bmwmcsem.com/ 

_____________________________________ 
 

BMW of Grand Rapids 
www.bmwmcgr.com/ 

_____________________________________ 
 

College Bike Shop 
www.collegebikeshop.com/ 

_____________________________________ 
 

Ducati Detroit 
www.ducatidetroit.com/ 

_____________________________________ 
 

Fox Powersports 
www.foxpowersports.com/ 

_____________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

mailto:keith.danielson@wowway.com
http://www.mstriders.com/
mailto:Communications@mstriders.com
https://mstriders.smugmug.com/
http://www.bmwmcsem.com/
http://www.bmwmcgr.com/
http://www.collegebikeshop.com/
http://www.ducatidetroit.com/
http://www.foxpowersports.com/
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Please patronize the following businesses 
owned by your fellow MSTR Members, 
whenever possible. 
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