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2018 Fall Color Ride 
Warm and Dry 

By: Ian Orr 
 

 
 
A show of hands at a recent MSTR breakfast 
meeting showed many riders wanted to try 
something different for the year-ending fall 
riding event. The choice of roads at the West 
Virginia event were seen as merely OK and 
we’d had several years in a row of sketchy 
weather (of course the weather this year was 
pretty good). We decided to head back down 
south to the Smoky Mountains and ride the 
same great roads we’ve enjoyed at our 
Michigan Renegade Mountain Ride (MR2). 
 
First, the good news.  We weren’t disappointed 
with our choice.  The weather was perfect – 
every day we enjoyed sun and temperatures 
starting in the mid-60s and ending in the mid-
80s.  The roads were perfect - the choice of 20 
different routes meant there was something for 
everyone and the off-season traffic was very 
light. Unlike the long-lasting, impenetrable veil 
of fog we’d dealt with many mornings in West 
Virginia, we only had to ride through a light fog 

for the first 10-20 minutes and then we would 
burst out into brilliant sunshine. Several of the 
back roads were carpeted in huge, dark brown 
leaves which blew around in chaotic circles as 
we rode through them.  
 

 
 
The not so good news? The unseasonably 
warm temperatures meant the colors were 
muted at best. Even the locals commented the 
expected flashes of color at the higher 
elevations were missing.   
 

 



 2 

The bad news? Unfortunately for me, after 
riding for 40+ years with only one slowly 
deflating rear tire I suffered an almost tire-
destroying, event-ending flat tire on day 2. I 
never saw what I ran over nor did the rider 
behind me. As I slowed down for a red light in 
Murphy, NC I heard a loud rattle at the same 
time I felt a solid thump from underneath the 
bike.  When I pulled away from the intersection 
I couldn’t control the bike and quickly figured 
out the rear tire was flat.  Inspection showed 
whatever I ran over cut a ½” wide gash all the 
way through the center of the tire and made a 
second nearby incision, exposing about an 
inch of cord and destroying my carbon fiber 
rear hugger in the process. All those years of 
being very lucky meant I didn’t have anything 
to repair or inflate the tire (yeah, yeah, shame 
on me). However, luck was still on my side - a 
small garage across the road had one decent 
tire repair kit left and Gregg Mitchell brought 
out his small air compressor. Tire repaired 
(with two sticky strings and lots of glue) and 
inflated we decided to ride freeway back to the 
hotel. Thanks to Waynesville Cycle I was able 
to get a new tire installed on the rim before the 
end of the day and was ready to go riding the 
next morning. I now carry a complete tire repair 
kit and small air compressor in my tank bag so 
I’ll probably again be lucky for the next 40+ 
years and not need them – maybe! 
 

 
 
The accommodations at the hotel were 
fantastic as always – each room got two small 
water bottles, a cookie and bag of popcorn 
every day. On Friday the owner treated us to a 
cooler full of Yuengling and a locally-brewed 
mountain ale, topped by a card signed by all 
the staff. For those who’ve stayed at the hotel, 
the maintenance manager, Dennis, was 
recently flown to Texas to receive an award as 
the Best Western maintenance manager of the 
year – way to go Dennis! By the way, he made 

sure to have the pool prepped and open for us 
but we all forgot to pack our swim wear. 

 

Finally, on a sad note; for those who’ve stayed 
at Mountain Brook for Michigan Mountain 
Madness (MMM) the gruff, but lovable owner, 
Gus McMahon passed away on Memorial Day 
after a short battle with cancer. 

A special thanks to Ian Orr for his article 

featured this month. The pictures were 
taken from the FCR Smugmug gallery. 
 

Remember… All published articles earn 

a free breakfast, entry into the year-end 
newsletter drawing AND your articles will be 
appreciated by your fellow members and the 
newsletter editor, and you will also earn points 

toward the 2018 MOTY Award! 
 

MSTR            
Heads Up 

Here’s a listing of some of 
the upcoming local events 
and meetings within the 
next few weeks. If you 
know of a local motorcycle 
event in Michigan or 
Ontario the MSTR would 

be interested in attending send Ian Orr an e-
mail at Communications@mstriders.com 
with the details. 
 

mailto:Communications@mstriders.com
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MSTR Banquet 

January 5th, 2018 
 
We’re excited to announce our year end 
banquet will be held at George Murphy’s at 
The Creek in Livonia on Saturday, January 
5th.  Details will be provided in upcoming 
newsletters and the MSTR website. 
 

MSTR  
EAST Breakfast Meeting 

 
2nd Meeting at our NEW location: 

 
Saturday, October 27, 2018, @ 9:00 AM 
George Murphy’s at the Creek, 36000 W 

Seven Mile Road, Livonia 48152 
 

Gregg Mitchell will be moderating this meeting 
 

MSTR 
WEST Breakfast Meeting 

 
Saturday, November 10, 2018, @ 9:00 AM 
Alibi Bar & Grill, 1394 E. Riverside Drive, 

Ionia, MI www.alibionia.com 
 

Please send an email to Gala 
(gschip@me.com) so she can plan on 
providing breakfast for everyone who attends.  
Breakfast will be available for $11 plus tax & 
tip. 
 
Keith Danielson will be moderating this 
meeting.  

 

MSTR            
2018 Rides 

 

We’re all done with our 
major riding events for 
2018 and are working on 

the event schedule for 2019.  Check our 
Event page in November for an updated 
2019 schedule. (www.mstriders.com) 
 

2018 MSTR  

Historic Courthouse 

Grand Tour 
April 23 – November 17, 2018 

Michigan 
 
This year’s Grand Tour is coming to an end. 
Keith has selected 14 historic courthouses (8 in 
the LP, 6 in the UP). 
The checkpoints will take you from Adrian, in 
Lenawee County in southern Michigan, all the 
way up to Cheboygan, in the northern Lower 
Peninsula, and from Sault Ste. Marie, in 
Chippewa County to Bessemer, in Gogebic 
County in the Upper Peninsula 
 
Please email your pictures of the courthouses 
you attended and any extra credit points to 
Keith. He will present the members that 
completed all the Lower Peninsula or more at 
the annual banquet. 
 
Ride Organizer: Keith Danielson 
keith.danielson@att.net 
  
 

MSTR                 
Newsletter & Website 

 
The MSTR Website (MSTR website) and 
Newsletter belong to you, the MSTRiders. 
They both can only be as good and as 
interesting as you make them. If you've got 
something to say about a ride, your bike, 
perhaps a trip you’re planning, whatever, send 
it in for the newsletter and/or website to:  
 
Rachel Durling: rachelshott@gmail.com 
 

MSTR  
Photo Gallery 

 
The MSTR maintains a SmugMug photo 
gallery (MSTR Smugmug) to allow riders to 
upload and download pictures of various club 

http://www.alibionia.com/
mailto:gschip@me.com
http://www.mstriders.com/
mailto:keith.danielson@att.net
http://www.mstriders.com/
file:///C:/Users/Max/Desktop/rachelshott@gmail.com
https://mstriders.smugmug.com/
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events.  Upload and download passwords are 
sent out to participants for each event. Click on 
the above link or visit the MSTR website and 
select the MSTR Photo Gallery link to check 
out all the event pictures.  
 

 
 

MSTR                         
Dealer Members & News 

_____________________________________ 

 
BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan 

www.bmwmcsem.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
BMW of Grand Rapids 

www.bmwmcgr.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
Ducati Detroit 

www.ducatidetroit.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
Fox Powersports 

www.foxpowersports.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
College Bike Shop 

www.collegebikeshop.com/ 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

http://www.bmwmcsem.com/
http://www.bmwmcgr.com/
http://www.ducatidetroit.com/
http://www.foxpowersports.com/
http://www.collegebikeshop.com/
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Please patronize the following businesses 
owned by your fellow MSTR Members, 
whenever possible. 
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