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Women Riders World Relay 
(WRWR): Unites Us. Excites Us 

 
By Heidi Nagel   
 
About the Relay: The Women Riders World Relay 
(https://womenridersworldrelay.com) began as a 
Facebook post that quickly went viral. The actual 
event began in February 2019 at John O’Groats, 
Scotland. After travelling through 76 countries, the 
relay ended in January 2020 in Dubai, UAE. Over 
15,000 women participated. Only women riders 
could register as Guardians for the relay. Male 
riders were welcome to join as companions.  

“As women riders, we want you to ride 
longer, faster, and harder than you’ve ever 
ridden or thought you could ride.” While 
making this statement, Liza Miller stood in the 
center of two dozen geared-up motorcyclists in 
the rain-soaked parking lot of what is likely the 
most disgusting Comfort Inn in America off the 
expressway in Columbus, Ohio. This was the 
6:30 AM ride meeting on Day 214 of the 
WRWR. These women, along with three male 
companions and a pair of Corgis, were 
charged with carrying the WRWR baton to its 
next leg in Rockford, Illinois. In the booming 
voice of a very tall woman, Liza reminded us 
that our first priority as a group is to deliver the 
baton, and our second priority is to also safely 
deliver our WRWR founder, Hayley Bell, to the 
next destination.  
 
“By a show of hands,” Liza asked, “Who is 
comfortable riding very, very fast, weaving in 
and out of traffic and driving hard for hours 
between breaks?” I gulped. My fear of exactly 
this kind of riding is why I laid awake for hours 
the night before. At least we had a decent bed, 
most of these women spent the night battling 

real or imagined bed bugs in that horrible hotel. 
While I tried not to make eye contact with 
anyone, half of the group raised their hands. 
“You guys are with me, the Baton, and Hayley.” 
Liza ordered.  

Then, “Who wants to go a little slower, taking 
more frequent breaks, and not always being on 
the highway?” My hand was the first up! As I 
looked at several other women with their hands 
up, my anxiety about participating lowered, 
dissipating the knot in my stomach as I 
released my held breath. I thought, “Okay, I 
can do this.” 

 

Two days before, Mike and I rode to 
Columbus, Ohio. We met up with the WRWR 
group on a Thursday morning at a Waffle 
House for Day 213 of WRWR. The group spent 
the day at the American International 
Motorcycle Expo (AIMExpo) in Columbus, 
followed by an exclusive tour of the AMA Hall 
of Fame in nearby Pickerington. On that ride to 
the AIMExpo, I had my first taste of the 
assertive riding preference used to sort the 
group the next morning. We rode onto the 
expressway, hit 90 mph and wove around cars, 
not slowing until our exit. I kept up easily, 
propelled largely by responsibility for the 

https://womenridersworldrelay.com/
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WRWR baton on my back! A rider handed it to 
me while we were at the Waffle House and 
said, “Can you get this to the Expo?” I quelled 
my desire to squeal “YES!” while jumping up 
and down, and instead casually said, “Sure.”  

 

At the AIMExpo, we were greeted by Sarah 
Schilke and Erin Sills, Co-Chairwomen of 
Women Riders Now (WRN) 
(http://www.womenridersnow.com). We all 
received our “Industry Professional” badges 
and were treated with beverages, WRN t-shirts 
along with a scorecard for rating vendors for 
female-friendly products and/or services. 
Thursdays at an AIMExpo are for media and 
industry insiders to preview what’s being 
offered for the riding community. After a day of 
talking with vendors about gear, safety 
equipment, and throwing our legs on bikes; the 
WRWR group convened in the afternoon to 
tally our scorecards and recognize exceptional 
vendors with awards to display in their booths 
for the next two days of the expo.  

For the list of winners, see 
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/wome
ns_favorite_riding_gear_products_accessories.
aspx. 

The groups’ next stop was the AMA Hall of 
Fame. Earlier that day WRN Founder, 
Genevieve Schmitt was named the 2019 
recipient of the prestigious Bessie Stringfield 
Award by the AMA. Our group received a tour 
led by Erin Sills, she is a 41-time world and 
national land speed motorcycle record holder. 
As we toured the Hall of Fame, our guides 
grew to include Genevieve Schmitt and Maggie 
McNally, the first female chair of the AMA. Both 
chimed in with more detail and personal stories 
about women inductees, so we experienced a 
who’s who of women motorcyclists, past and 
present. All that, and a taco truck, made for an 
awesome evening! 

The next day was our big travel day. After 
watching the speed demons fade west into the 
pre-dawn drizzle, our group of 12 women 
riders, plus Mike, set off. We were led by a 
lovely Texan named Courtney, who was 
astride one of the four motorcycles donated to 
WRWR ambassadors by Indian Motorcycles 
for the 18-day USA portion of the relay. Thanks 
to Helen, a young woman who rode from 
Minnesota to Columbus on her Honda CRF250 
Rally, Mike and I with our V-Strom 650s 
weren’t riding the smallest bikes in the group. 
However, while Helen was super capable of 
riding the heck out of that bike, her petite gas 
tank meant we’d be stopping about every 90 
miles. 

 

As we set out toward Indianapolis, our 
morning’s ride was uneventful. By lunch time, 
we’d stopped twice already for gas. The late-
September afternoon was bright and sunny 
with the temperatures climbing above 90°F. 

http://www.womenridersnow.com/
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/womens_favorite_riding_gear_products_accessories.aspx
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/womens_favorite_riding_gear_products_accessories.aspx
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/womens_favorite_riding_gear_products_accessories.aspx
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Courtney, Helen, Mike, and I opened up all our 
vents and I switched to my vented gloves. The 
nine other ladies all stripped off their jackets 
and gloves and headed north out of 
Indianapolis in tank tops or t-shirts. There’s not 
much to say about that ride as we were on 
probably the least compelling roads in the 
whole USA route of the WRWR.  

 

As we crossed into Illinois, the sun vanished, 
and the temperature began to dip. What 
started with thoughts of, “Wow, it’s a bit colder 
without the sun,” quickly became, “Time to turn 
on the heated grips!” I started to really worry 
about the tank top and t-shirt ladies. Plus, I 
was watching Helen, who with her bike 
probably weighed about 300 pounds riding 
nearly sideways due to the wind. After the 
temperatures dipped into the 40’s, we stopped. 
I think Courtney finally recognized most of our 
group were turning purple! After just enough 
time to get their jackets back on and stop their 
teeth chattering, our group continued the last 
60 miles, finally pulling into Rockford around 
6:00 PM. We were greeted at a local park to 
cheers from the “speedy” group who arrived 
hours before we did. They were joined by new 
riders planning to participate in WRWR for Day 
215. After a very cold BBQ, we headed to a 
hotel, ending our day of riding 530 miles in 11 
hours.  

The next morning was also cold and drizzling, I 
got up early to join the group for one last time. 
Mike and I had to catch the noon ferry from 
Milwaukee back to Michigan. While my tiny 
part in this epic world relay was over, I knew I 
could ride longer, faster, and harder than ever 

before. I heard Liza ask the riders, “By a show 
of hands, who wants to ride very, very fast 
toward Spirit Lake, Iowa…?” This time, I 
wanted to raise my hand. 

[Heidi Nagel joined MSTR in December 2018. 
Her bikes include a 2013 Suzuki V-Strom 650, 
a 1992 Yamaha XT225 Serow, and a 1975 
Honda CB750.] 

 “I wanted to ignite a global sisterhood of 
inspirational women to promote courage, 
adventure, unity and passion for biking from all 
corners of the world and do something that’s 
never been done before to this scale. My aim is 
to WOW the industry into realizing the global 
market for women in Motorsports and to inspire 
women worldwide.” Hayley Bell, WRWR 
founder 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/09/business/
women-riders-world-relay-motorcycles.html 
 

Really Big Changes to our 
Insurance Costs 

 
By Maury Feuerman   
 
Many of us motorcycle riders feel that we have 
been unfairly charged a disproportionate cost 
for insurance because of the Michigan 
Catastrophic Claims Association “MCCA” 
fee which has been added to the cost to insure 
each bike that we ride on the streets.  Finally, 
according to the MAIA No-Fault Auto Reform 
news, we are going to receive some 
assistance. 
  
The Michigan Catastrophic Claims Association 
(“MCCA”) is lowering the assessment charged 
per vehicle to $100 for the period beginning 
July 2, 2020 through June 30, 2021. This is a 
55% reduction from this year’s $220 
assessment. Insurance companies will charge 
this assessment only to people who choose to 
maintain unlimited lifetime personal injury 
protection (“PIP”) benefits. Those who choose 
lower limits under Michigan’s revised no-fault 
insurance law avoid the assessment 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/09/business/women-riders-world-relay-motorcycles.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/09/business/women-riders-world-relay-motorcycles.html
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altogether, as long as the MCCA is not in a 
deficit position. 
 

 
  
The 55% reduction results directly from 
savings created by cost controls for medical 
treatment and other changes made to 
Michigan’s no-fault insurance law on June 11, 
2019. These changes are estimated to erase 
the MCCA’s deficit of approximately $2.0 billion 
and reduce the annual MCCA assessment by 
approximately $1.0 billion. 
  
Beginning on July 1, 1973, Michigan’s no-fault 
insurance law required all policyholders in 
Michigan to buy unlimited PIP coverage. This 
mandatory coverage covered unlimited lifetime 
medical benefits for people injured in motor 
vehicle accidents. Under the new law, as of 
July 2, 2020, applicants for no-fault insurance 
coverage can select from several different 
coverage limits, including the same unlimited 
coverage offered since 1973. The legislature 
created the MCCA effective July 1, 1978 to 
reimburse insurance companies for amounts 
paid for PIP benefits over an amount deemed 
catastrophic under the no-fault insurance law. 
The cost of those benefits has been reflected 
in the premiums all Michigan policyholders pay. 
  

A special thanks to Heidi Nagel and 
Maury Feuerman for the articles and 

pictures featured this month. 

 
Remember… All published articles earn 

a free breakfast, entry into the year-end 
newsletter drawing AND your fellow members 
and the newsletter editor will appreciate your 
articles. You will also earn points toward the 

2020 MOTY Award! 

MSTR            

Heads Up 
 
Here is a listing of some of 
the upcoming local events 
and meetings within the 
next few months. If you 
know of a local motorcycle 

event in Michigan or Ontario the MSTR 
would be interested in send Rachel Durling 
an e-mail to 
Communications@mstriders.com with the 
details. 
 

MSTR  

EAST Breakfast Meetings 
 

Saturday, February 22nd, 2020, at 9:00 am 
 

East breakfast meeting is at 
Coach’s Corner, located at Fox Creek Golf 

Course, 36000 W. Seven Mile Road, Livonia, 
MI 48152. 

Breakfast is available for $13, including tax & 
tip. 

 

MSTR 

WEST Breakfast Meeting 
 

Saturday, March 14th, 2020, @ 9:00 AM 
 

West breakfast meeting is at the Alibi Bar & 
Grill, 1394 E. Riverside Drive, Ionia, MI 

(www.alibionia.com). Please send an email to 
Gala (gschip@me.com) so she can plan on 
providing breakfast for everyone who attends. 
Breakfast is available for $11 plus tax & tip. 

 

Accident Scene 

Management Class 
This class is set for Sunday March 1st from 
9am to 5pm at 1852 Old US 23 Brighton, MI 
48114 (Next to Block Brewing).  
We have a few spots left for March 1st and 
there is an opportunity for MSTR riders to join 
another motorcycle group for this class on 
March 14th in Brighton.  

mailto:Communications@mstriders.com
http://www.alibionia.com/
mailto:gschip@me.com
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We organized this class to be taught by Road 
Guardians/Accident Scene Management 
(ASM). https://roadguardians.org. ASM is the 
leading Motorcycle Trauma Training 
Organization in the world, and the only 
accredited non-profit Bystander Program in the 
USA. The key to reducing injuries and fatalities 
to motorcyclists is education. Road Guardians 
encourages all motorcyclists to become lifelong 
learners, and to do all they can to avoid a 
crash from occurring. They go one-step further 
than many other safety programs and connect 
motorcycle trauma first response as part of the 
solution. 
 

Deb Parinello is the area instructor for the 
class. Deb has been riding since 1987, she is a 
paramedic and has 15 years’ experience in 
teaching this class. The class includes how to 
respond to an accident, how to work together 
so that everyone is safe at the scene, how to 
remove a helmet safely for someone who is not 
breathing, what to put in your first aid kit, etc. 
At the end of the course you will receive a 
patch, educational books, and some of the 
supplies used during class. 

 

MSTR            

2020 Rides 

Early 2020 rides are listed 
below. Please check the 
MSTR website for the list of 

the rides and events for rest of the year. The 
dates for the events have already been set and 
are listed on the Events page of the MSTR 
website (www.mstriders.com)  

MoArk Adventure 13 

This ride is a “curve-chaser’s” delight. It’s three 
days of riding with 1,000 tire-shredding miles in 
the Ozark’s to start out your riding season. 
Check your tires for tread prior to this ride, the 
roads here will chew them up aggressively. 
Many riders have shown up with “I think” tires 
and ended up buying expensive tires mid-ride 
and losing a day of riding. If in doubt, get new 
tires. 

Ride Headquarters Day 1 (April 15th) 
Hampton Inn 

Book a room online 
850 Valley Creek Dr. Farmington, MO 63640 

(573) 760-8700 
 

Click the link above or call the hotel to reserve 
your room and ask for the MSTR group rate of 
$109.00/night.  If you wish to save a few bucks 
on your hotel in Farmington, MO the Super 8 
where we have stayed previously is right next 
to the Holiday Inn Express. 

 
Ride Headquarters Days 2 & 3 (April 16th & 

17th) 
Quality Inn and Suites 
www.choicehotels.com 

1031 Highland Circle, Mountain Home, AR 
72653. 

(870) 424-9000 
 

Call the hotel to reserve your rooms. Rooms on 
the top floor (no elevator) are $96.00/night and 
the rooms on the ground floor are 
$101.00/night. 
 
This ride begins in Farmington, MO. We’ll meet 
there for dinner on Wednesday, April 15th. 
There will be a mandatory point rider’s meeting 
at 8:30pm then a mandatory rider’s meeting at 
9:00pm at the Hampton Inn in the conference 
room. Thursday morning, we’ll be taking one of 
the twisty route options from Farmington, MO 
to Mountain Home, AR. We’ll be staying 
Thursday, April 16th and Friday, April 17th at the 
Quality Inn in Mountain Home, AR. On Friday 
we will be riding on some of the best roads in 
Arkansas that are south and west of Mountain 
Home. We’ll return to Farmington, MO from 
Mountain Home on Saturday, April 18th.  
 
To join us for MoArk 13 get your name on the 
sign-up list of those planning to attend at any of 
our monthly meetings or send an email to Max 
Durling as noted below. Be sure to make your 
hotel reservations early as prices may go 
up. Event information including: Rider 
Information, Packages and GPS routes will 
only be emailed to those who have signed up. 
Ride coordinator: Max Durling  
Email: 2wheelmax77@gmail.com  

https://roadguardians.org/
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/hp/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=FAMMOHX&spec_plan=CHHMST&arrival=20200415&departure=20200416&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
http://www.choicehotels.com/
mailto:2wheelmax77@gmail.com
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Roy Winseck is organizing an extended MoArk 
ride for the first half of the week. He is 
proposing arriving in Farmington, Missouri 
Sunday April 12th. Monday riding from 
Farmington MO to Eureka Springs (283 miles). 
Tuesday riding from Eureka Springs to Mt. 
Magazine (266 miles). Wednesday Mt. 
Magazine to Queen Wilhelmina (250 miles). 
Thursday Queen Wilhelmina to Mountain 
Home (278 miles). Then Friday April 24th the 
riders will be meeting in Mountain Home with 
the rest of the MSTRiders.  
 

 
 
Extended Ride Coordinator: Roy Winseck  
Email: rwinseck@gmail.com for MoArk 
extended ride information and details.   
 
Also remember to email Max Durling at 
2wheelmax77@gmail.com so he knows who 
to expect in Mountain Home.  
 

MSTR 

Newsletter & Website 
 
The MSTR Newsletter and Website 
(www.mstriders.com/) belong to you, the 
riders. They both can only be as good and as 
interesting as you make them. If you have 
something to say about a ride, your bike, 
perhaps a trip you are planning, whatever, 
send it in for the newsletter and/or website to:  
Rachel Durling: 
(communications@mstriders.com) 
 

MSTR 

Dealer Members 
 

BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan 
www.bmwmcsem.com/ 

_____________________________________ 
 

BMW of Grand Rapids 
www.bmwmcgr.com/ 

_____________________________________ 

 
Ducati Detroit 

www.ducatidetroit.com/ 
_____________________________________ 

 
College Bike Shop 

www.collegebikeshop.com/ 
 

  

Honda Suzuki of Warren 
www.hondasuzukiofwarren.com 

_____________________________________ 

 
BMW Detroit 

www.bmwdetroit.com 
 

 

MSTR  

Photo Gallery 
 
The MSTR maintains a Smug Mug photo 
gallery (https://mstriders.smugmug.com/) to 
allow riders to upload and download pictures of 
various club events.  Upload and download 
passwords are sent out to participants for each 
event.  Click on the above link or visit the 
MSTR website and select the MSTR Photo 
Gallery link to check out all the event pictures.  
 
2019 MSTR Smug Mug Pictures: 

 

mailto:rwinseck@gmail.com
mailto:2wheelmax77@gmail.com
http://www.mstriders.com/
mailto:(communications@mstriders.com)
http://www.bmwmcsem.com/
http://www.bmwmcgr.com/
http://www.ducatidetroit.com/
http://www.collegebikeshop.com/
http://www.hondasuzukiofwarren.com/
http://www.bmwdetroit.com/
https://mstriders.smugmug.com/
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Please patronize the following businesses 
owned by your fellow MSTR Members and 
Dealers whenever possible. 
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