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Arizona Fly and Ride Report
By: Dave Campbell
In mid-November, MJ and I took a trip to
Phoenix to visit her son's family and while there
we took the opportunity to get one good last ride
in for the year. The whole trip was done on the
cheap with airfares being left over from a
canceled trip due to Covid-19, but surprisingly
the bike rentals and accommodations were
affordable as well. We used Eagle Rider for the
bikes, a national chain that seem to operate
mostly from Harley dealerships. Bike/brand
availability depends on the location, but I think
pretty much anyone in the club could find
something they could enjoy for a few days at
most locations. From what I saw, they had
Harley Davidson, Triumph, BMW, KTM,
Yamaha, and Husqvarna across their line with
the non-Harley offerings mostly being naked
standards, sport-touring and Adventure models.
Our rentals were inexpensive at $49 a day for
an MT-07 for MJ and $79 for an FJ-09 for me.
I’d highly recommend adding the $20 a day
insurance given the sporting nature of the riding
available in the area and as cheap as the rentals
are. I would suggest getting an adventure bike if
you ride the dirt roads (the area is known for
them too) as the insurance won’t cover you on a
street bike.
Room rental was $70 a night at the motel we
stayed in Springerville, it’s a day’s ride from
Phoenix. Reed’s Lodge is something of a tourist
attraction, they were motorcycle friendly and are
a good resource if you want to call ahead and

check the weather. Nice people and the rooms
were clean.

We flew out with all our gear in a checked bag
and wore our boots on the airplane. MJ carried
her helmet as a personal item, and it wasn’t an
issue. We were able to leave her son’s spare car
at Eagle Rider while we were gone for the two
days and it was locked up behind their fencing.
We checked in via the internet prior to getting
there, the clock starts for your riding days when
you pick the bikes up and are returned by the
same time on the day you are scheduled to
return. MJ and I were in a time crunch (we had
to get to Springerville as darkness comes at
around 5:30-6:00pm in mid-November in AZ
and the mountains get cool at night) so we
arrived at the dealership early before the Eagle
Rider part of their operation was open but they
accommodated us anyway. The check-in was
seamless, and my Sugar-Mama signed her life
away for our bikes, the only fly in the ointment
was that Yamaha came and collected the FJ-09
for being over-mileage just prior to us getting
there. I was offered anything he had on the floor,
which was pretty much the whole lineup, minus
the KTM’s and Husky’s. They didn’t have

anything sporty, but I knew I wouldn’t go too far
wrong with either a Tiger 800 or a Super Tenere.
I picked the Tiger as it had saddle bags and
could ditch my backpack and carry food if we
stopped. It also had cruise control and heated
grips. The bikes we saw were all in clean
mechanical condition. Both of our bikes were in
the 22k mile range, with the Triumph having
seen a harder life with evidence of a few low
speed tip-overs and grips that looked like hightimed dirt bikes do with abrasive nylon gloves.
Other than that, the bikes felt fresh with no
issues like loose chains or cables out of
adjustment. The Eagle Rider guy took a few
minutes to show us where the disc locks
(required when we park and sleep or leave the
bikes) were and we wobbled out of the bay and
into the sunlight.

entertained. Our plan was to ride to a town
called Morenci and head north. You know how
towns with big letters on the map always seem
to be thriving metropolises, right? Not Morenci…
It’s known for the 3 “C’s”, copper, cattle, and
cotton. Yes, cotton, in the desert. The only thing
bigger than life in Morenci is the open-pit copper
mine, the largest open pit mine in North
America. We found a gas station, and a single
strip mall with a Grinder shop where we had a
decent lunch and talked too long. After gassing
up, we left town and rode right through the mine,
it was indeed massive.

Did I mention that Arizona has beautiful weather
in November? You don’t want to be there in
June, July, or August when it hits 100-120F, but
for the week we were there in Phoenix it was
never below 70, more than 90 degrees during
the day, high 60’s at night and it was perfectly
sunny. We are told the warm weather lasted 2
weeks longer than usual, but you could lop 20
degrees off of the daytime highs and just about
any rider from Michigan would be elated to ride
in those conditions so late in the year.
Eagle Rider will supply any gear or farkles you
need if you just walk in off the street, we didn’t
need anything as we had gear and our route
was fairly simple. I didn’t bring my GPS figuring
that I would use a phone once in a while for
navigation help and rely on a map for the most
part. I don’t have a tank bag anymore, so I used
my Oxford Strap-Nav case, to hold both and
navigated through the clear cover; this is a small
waterproof bag that straps to your triple clamp
or bar risers. It’s a really nice product but you
want to measure your GPS before you buy, it’s
smaller than modern motorcycle GPS units are
these days. Perfect for a phone, especially if you
use a GPS app.

Morenci was important as it was the start of our
destination, the Devil’s Highway, US 191formerly 666. This is a famous stretch of road
bringing travelers from all over the world that
incorporates 480 curves in 117 miles, the British
especially like it, our motel hosts a number of
British club rides through the year. Most of those
corners are in a dense stretch of heaven in a
heavily wooded mountain with the highest point
at 9,000 feet. Think Tail of the Dragon in 30
miles of wasteland. The balance of the distance
is fast sweepers up and down valleys and thru
meadows, still really good riding and better than
90% of the good stuff we have here. I would rate

We left Phoenix (Mesa) around 10AM and
headed east on state roads until we got to
Morenci. This was divided 4 lane highway for a
few hours with enough to look at to be
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It wasn’t until we got there that I understood why
I never heard of the place until MJ mentioned it
when planning the trip, the road was hugely
entertaining, but every time I found a groove I
would wind up 3 corners past MJ’s vision and
that just wasn’t safe for either of us. I dropped
back and let her lead, if either of us would have
crashed, the other person wouldn’t know where
to look otherwise. There isn’t any cell service
and in the 3 hours and 40 minutes we rode we
encountered no traffic going our way and only 4
cars oncoming. Discretion had to be the better
part of valor, but the riding was still enjoyable,
technical and attention-grabbing to the point I
had to tell myself to look at the scenery on a 40mph road. Oh… top up in Morenci as there isn’t
any gas until Springerville.

this as probably the best destination ride, I have
done to date with a few caveats. The road
layout, elevation changes, scenery, quality of
road surface and variety of corners was quite
good. I would rate the highway itself as older,
but well maintained, very smooth, but the
surface texture looked rough and they are very
generous with tar sealant. That said, I didn’t see
a single pebble of gravel on any of Arizona’s fine
motorcycling roads and the tar snakes they lay
down get baked so hot they might as well be
asphalt. I didn’t put a wheel wrong in 580 miles
this trip, that’s got to be worth something. The
downsides to the Devil’s Highway is that you
usually have a rock wall on one side of you and
a steep drop off of the other, meaning half of
your curves are blind and the other half involve
‘chute-less base-jumping if you get it wrong.
Fortunately, the corners are well marked (mostly
20-30mph) and they seem to have enough
guardrails where it’s needed but this is one of
those places where there aren’t many small
mistakes on a bike. Not to be morbid, but the
guy that rented our bikes to us lost an Ultraglide
and customer last year for 4 months until a
cowboy found them in a ravine. Don’t do this trip
solo.

And what scenery there was. Most of the twisty
section of the Devil’s Highway is high mountain
pine forest with lots of rock cropping’s and
wildlife. We saw many mule deer, an elk, and a
few raptors quite close to the edge of the road,
many signs for cattle crossings too but didn’t
see any. Once we got through the best of the
wiggly-bits, MJ and I stopped for a few camera
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shots and selfies. I told her that we had to start
making time if we were to get there before dark
and cold set in. The road opened up and we
dashed through valleys and meadows, up and
down mountains and we got into higher speed
limits. I could tell MJ was enjoying herself more
here and as she got seat time on the bike, but I
was getting concerned as the sun dropped
below the mountains, we were up in snow
country now with small drifts on the shoulders
and damp patches of road in shaded areas. Our
beautiful summer afternoon of sunshine was
fading as fast as the temperature was dropping.
I thought for sure we would be riding in the dark
now, not something I like to do as my depth
perception isn’t great at night anymore. With
about an hour to go, I think MJ started to
understand as the temps dropped into the
humid low-40’s as she suddenly started riding
faster than I had ever seen in the 5,000 miles
we have been together this year, I don’t know if
she was sensing my anxiety, had some of her
own, or she was channeling her inner Elena
Meyers, but we were covering distance like two
people on a mission and rolled into Springerville
a little after 6pm in the dark. Our motel was right
off the main drag in a rural town and we were
met with a warm fireplace in the lobby/sitting
room to help the chills come off when we got
there.

Most of the hotels in town had the best and most
recommended restaurants from the people we
talked to, but those restaurants and hotels also
happened to be closed due to Covid-19. But
there was a Mexican joint that was within boot
walking distance if we put off hot showers until
later and got there before closing. That was
some good Mexican food too.
We woke up in the morning to frost on the bikes
and the two guys also at the motel on bikes were
saddling up on their GSA’s and heading out to
breakfast before heading back to Tennessee, a
father and son trip they were clearly enjoying.
We had already planned for a late departure for
this reason, had leftover food from the day
before for breakfast and checked out around
9am. It was still chilly then, but tolerable as we
made our way to the town of Show Low, this
time I was on the MT-07. Seems that MJ was
after the Tiger’s adjustable windscreen and
heated grips. The MT-07 had 3 bars out of 8 on
the fuel gage when we left and I was 12 miles
into the reserve when we got into Show Lo 45
minutes later. But things were improving by
then, the temperature had risen to 60 and the
scenery was open bare valleys with bluffs and
buttes, like the Western themed TV shows your
parents watched when you were growing up.
This turned to more involved sweepers with a
little elevation change and the day just got better
and better from there. We were entering the Salt
River Canyon, which is the foot of the Grand
Canyon. It was stunning. Simply stunning. As
good as the Devil’s Highway was, I enjoyed the
second day even more, hours of swaying toand-fro on a bike with the sun in my face and
warm wind touching my neck. The Tiger wasn’t
bad the day before but was in its element here.
This part of the state is geologist’s nirvana, one
of those places that just makes you feel small.
Arizona was, after this afternoon, the most
beautiful state I have ever seen. Unfortunately,
it didn’t last, and we were back on the state
highway that took us out to the mountains the
day before. So we made a decision: We could
slab it to her son’s and take the bikes to the
dealership in the morning, or detour out on
some roads at the foothills of the mountains for
3 or 4 hours and get back to the dealership right
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before they closed and drop the bikes off early.
No contest we rode.

MSTR
Heads Up

The last hours of the trip were not as exhilarating
as the previous miles, but it was just a great time
and place to be out on a bike. We rode along a
lake for a half an hour, tore through the
countryside, and eventually wound up on the
north side of Phoenix where we were dumped
out on the same road as the bike dealership, we
got the rentals from. It was just one of those rare
trips we all have where everything worked out
perfectly. We were in and out of the dealer and
our sweaty riding gear in 5 minutes and a
handshake.

Here is a listing of some of
the upcoming local events
and meetings within the
next few months. If you
know of a local motorcycle
event in Michigan or Ontario the MSTR would
be interested in send Rachel Durling an email to Communications@mstriders.com
with the details.

MSTR
EAST and West “Breakfast”
Meetings

This is a trip I would absolutely do again and
can’t recommend the fly and rent experience
enough wherever you might vacation and want
to ride but can’t bring your bike. I think it would
be reasonable to expect an all-in cost of a trip
like this under $1,000 per person and
significantly less with airfare prices as they are
now or if it can be part of an extended trip like
ours was, getting there is the expensive part. MJ
says Arizona would be best in May as the desert
and mountains are in bloom, and early
November to be on the safe side, both times of
year are at the edge of the riding season, so
you’ll want to watch the weather. This was the
perfect bookend to our extended 2020 Covid-19
riding season. We rode quite a few more miles
this year than most between availability of
friends and my own layoff earlier in the
spring. Cold weather had come to Michigan
when our plane landed and while we were sad
for the end of the season it was great to get a
‘sneaker’ ride in and close the year out.

We will be combining our east and west side
meetings for the winter months. Our meetings
will very likely be Zoom meetings due to ongoing
Covid-19 concerns throughout the winter
months. Please check your email for Mailchimp
announcements for updates and links for the
Zoom meetings.
Our January MSTR “breakfast” meeting will
be on January 23rd, 2021 at 9am.
Our February MSTR “breakfast” meeting will
be on February 27th, 2021 at 9am.

Passing of MSTR member
Bryan Halfday
Bryan suffered a catastrophic heart attack May
15, 2019. That is why he and his wife Helen
were unable to attend any MSTR meetings after
that. Bryan had been slowly recovering and
Helen had purchased a custom-built wheelchair
accessible sidecar, with handlebars so he could
at least feel like he was riding his own.

A special thanks to Dave Campbell for the
article and pictures featured this month.
Congratulations to Dave and MJ on their
engagement!

Remember… All published articles earn a

On December 6, 2020, Bryan returned to the
hospital to discover he was now suffering from
a rare, chronic blood cancer called “Essential
Thrombocythemia”. On December 18, he was
given less than 2 weeks. Helen told him he was

free breakfast, entry into the year-end
newsletter drawing AND your fellow members
and the newsletter editor will appreciate your
articles. You will also earn points toward the

2021 MOTY Awards!
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Letter from Terry Odom’s
Family

going home with her and they would ring in the
new year together.
Bryan was a fighter and did exactly that. He
passed in Helen’s arms on January 2, 2021
shortly before 10:00 AM.

Dear MSTRiders,
I want to thank you for your support during this
difficult time for our family. Your participation in
the honor escort for Terry’s funeral procession
was very touching and appreciated beyond
words. Riding was an important part of Terry’s
life. The MSTRiders provided an opportunity for
Terry to indulge his passion and build a common
bond with fellow riding enthusiasts. Know that
Terry would have been very moved by your
show of respect. Have a good year and safe
riding.
Sincerely,
Randall Odom and The Odom Family

Helen is having the sidecar redesigned and their
dog will ride with her to honor Bryan, until she is
incapable of riding. He loved riding and that is
how Helen chose to fulfill his fondest desire.
Bryan was a staunch supporter of Veterans
(having served as an E5 in the Army 19641967), animal’s, and children’s rights as well as
food banks (being native that came naturally).
The day he suffered the heart attack he had
worked at a Detroit food bank, even taking food
to the VA for distribution to 50 homeless
veterans.
Here is the obituary from the funeral home.

Twisty Road Riding Seminar
Updates
By: Bill Webb

https://elliottmadill.com/tribute/details/591/BryanHalfday/obituary.html#tribute-start

wwebb@motorcyclesafetyassociation.com
Reminder to those who have already taken the
Twisty Road Seminar…one training slot in each
seminar is held back for those who have taken
the seminar previously who want a free
refresher. That list is created on a first-torequest basis. Therefore, if you want to retake
the seminar in the Spring, send me an e-mail.
For those not familiar with the Twisty Road
Seminar program, it was started in 2019 by
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formation of the Motorcycle Safety Association,
a non-profit corporation that has since been
determined to be a charity under Section
501(c)(3) of the I.R.S. code. More information
about the program and what others who have
taken the seminar have said about the program
can
be
seen
at:
https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/

MSTR
2021 Rides
Please check the MSTR
website for an updated list of
the rides and events for
2021. If you are interested in
volunteering, please send an email to the
address below. A complete list of events is on
the Events page of the MSTR website
(www.mstriders.com).

MSTR
Newsletter & Website
The
MSTR
Newsletter
and
Website
(www.mstriders.com/) belong to you, the
riders. They both can only be as good and as
interesting as you make them. If you have
something to say about a ride, your bike,
perhaps a trip you are planning, whatever, send
it in for the newsletter and/or website to:
Rachel Durling:
(communications@mstriders.com)

If you may be interested in signing-up, you can
learn more about the program at the website link
above and you can sign-up online at:
https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/si
gn-up-for-training

For Your Information

It is advisable to sign-up now if you want to
attend one of the first available seminars as
persons are enrolled on a first-to-register basis.

Regarding politics; the MSTR does not and shall
not support any political party. Political
discussions are not allowed during MSTR
meetings or events.
Regarding human rights; the MSTR does not
and shall not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, gender, gender expression, age,
national origin, disability, marital status, sexual
orientation or military status in any of its
activities.
You are free to have whatever political views
you desire, but please leave them at home or on
Facebook. Please don’t bring them to the
MSTR.

Because of the Motorcycle Safety Association’s
charity status, Amazon has agreed to donate ½
of 1% of the Amazon purchase amounts people
make. Your participation in this program is
without cost to you. It is a simple two-step
process,
first
go
to:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-3799306
where you acknowledge the amount above will
be donated to support the Association—without
cost to you. Then when you make future
purchases, you need only bookmark or start
typing:
Smile.amazon.com
instead
of
Amazon.com and ½ of 1% of your purchases
will be donated to the Association. This no cost
to you way to support the program will certainly
be appreciated. If you sign up on this Amazon
program, please drop me a note and let me
know. Thanks.
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MSTR
Dealer Members
BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan
www.bmwmcsem.com/
_____________________________________

BMW of Grand Rapids
www.bmwmcgr.com/
_____________________________________

Ducati Detroit
www.ducatidetroit.com/
_____________________________________

College Bike Shop
www.collegebikeshop.com/

Honda Suzuki of Warren
www.hondasuzukiofwarren.com
_____________________________________

BMW Detroit
www.bmwdetroit.com

MSTR
Photo Gallery
The MSTR maintains a Smug Mug photo gallery
(https://mstriders.smugmug.com/) to allow
riders to upload and download pictures of
various club events. Upload and download
passwords are sent out to participants for each
event. Click on the above link or visit the MSTR
website and select the MSTR Photo Gallery link
to check out all the event pictures.

Please patronize the following businesses
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owned by your fellow MSTR Members and
Dealers whenever possible.
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