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2021 MR2 Ride Report 
By: Keith Danielson 
 
After a year hiatus due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, this year’s Michigan Renegade 
Mountain Ride, or MR2 for short (yes, I know, 
for our resident math teacher and other math 
whizzes, it should technically be (MR)2, but 
that’s far too cumbersome to type, so ‘MR2’ it is) 
was held on May 9-15. Riders began arriving at 
the Best Western Smoky Mountain Inn in 
Waynesville, NC on Saturday. Those who were 
there on Sunday went for a pre-event ride, 
picking from any of 10 different event routes, 9 
of which also had reverse options.  
 

 
 
On Sunday evening, the event officially kicked 
off with the riders’ meeting, where point riders 
and ride groups were established. Riders set out 
on Monday to great weather, with cool 
temperatures in the morning, and highs in the 
low 70’s in the afternoon. The weather held after 
lunch and everyone enjoyed their ride until 
stopping for fuel in the afternoon. On my group’s 
arrival back in Waynesville, we were greeted 

with long lines at some gas stations, and others 
that were already out of fuel due to panicked 
drivers hoarding gas at the news of the Colonial 
Pipeline ransomware attack and shutdown.  
 
On Tuesday, considering the weather prediction 
for Wednesday and the looming gas crisis in 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and 
Tennessee, about half of our riders decided to 
head up to Marietta, OH, where gas was 
plentiful, no rain was predicted, and 
temperatures were expected to be warmer than 
in Waynesville. Those who remained and went 
out to ride on Tuesday stopped more frequently 
for gas to make sure they could find it, and were 
rewarded with dry roads in the morning, and rain 
moving in for part of the ride in the afternoon 
before drying up later in the afternoon. Everyone 
was able to find gas on the ride and after when 
returning to Waynesville. Tuesday evening, the 
hotel owner provided us with a cooler full of 
burgers and dogs and another full of beer, along 
with all of the buns and condiments. Chef Peter 
(Stephan) fired up the grill, and made sure 
everything was perfectly done and combined 
with toasted buns. No one walked away 
unsatisfied. 
 
Wednesday dawned rainy and cold, as 
predicted, and everyone stayed close by. 
Around noon, nine people decided to drive up to 
the Mount Pisgah Inn on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway for lunch. The meal and service were 
spectacular, although the views were limited to 
the clouds that surrounded the top of the 
mountain. By the time they returned to the hotel, 
it had stopped raining, and riders were looking 
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forward to better weather for Thursday and 
Friday. 
 

 
 
Thursday dawned somewhat foggy at the hotel, 
but as riders headed out, the fog cleared, and 
revealed a beautiful day for riding, with high 
temperatures in the 60’s. Friday was mostly 
sunny all day, with slightly warmer temperatures 
than Thursday. Both days, all riders stopped 
more frequently where gas was available to 
make sure they had enough gas to return to the 
hotel, but no one had any real difficulty obtaining 
fuel. 
 
The last riders departed on Saturday morning 
for the ride or drive home, closing out the 2021 
edition of the Michigan Renegade Mountain 
Ride. With the selection of routes and roads, 
and the hospitality shown by the staff at the Best 
Western Smoky Mountain Inn, whether those 
who attended left after one day, two days, or 
stayed for the whole week, all will no doubt 
agree that MR2 is one of the best events on the 
MSTR calendar, and can hardly wait for the 
2022 edition of MR2 next May 15-21. We hope 
to see you there. 
 

Finding Pennington 
By: Don Pennington 

When Jan and I are thinking about a bike trip, 
she brings out the maps to find all the remote 
highways, twisty roads, and unique towns she 
can find between home and where we want to 
go. It happened when we left home on our usual 
route, through the upper peninsula of Michigan, 
to somewhere in the western United States. Her 
route left Michigan, went through Wisconsin and 

into Minnesota where we saw a road sign for a 
town named Pennington a little farther down the 
road. So, after seeing the sign for the town of 
Pennington, we headed in that direction and to 
our surprise there was a small town and a post 
office named Pennington.  

 

We found out later that this town of Pennington 
was in Pennington County which was created 
on November 23, 1910. The county was named 
for Edmund Pennington, who was a Minnesota 
railroad executive and served as president of 
the Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Sault Ste. Marie 
Railway.  

As I grew up, relatives talked about three clans 
of Pennington’s coming over from England, one 
in the north central US, another in the 
Tennessee/Alabama region, and a third in the 
eastern coastal regions of the US. We knew that 
the name Pennington was Anglo-Saxon and 
comes from the family having resided in the 
region of Pennington. What is more interesting 
is that from a historical English prospective, 
Pennington is a topographic surname, which 
was given to a person who resided near a 
physical feature such as a hill, stream, church, 
or type of tree.  
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Jan and I had previously been familiar with 
roads named Pennington, one located about 10 
miles south of where we live, another in the 
upper peninsula, a couple miles from the town 
of Pickford and a small community named 
Pennington some miles south of Traverse City.  

 

So as a result of discovering the town of 
Pennington in Minnesota, we began thinking 
that there could be more Pennington roads and 
towns throughout the US. As a result, we looked 
for the name Pennington along routes when 
considering future bike trips.  

On another bike trip following a southern route 
going through Alabama, we found another town 
and post office named Pennington. It was 
famous because of a farmer that grew a special 
type of watermelon and when the melons were 
ripe people would come from miles away, 
causing traffic jams on local roads leading to the 
farm, just to buy at least one of the special 
watermelons.  

 

One town most of the MSTR members are 
aware of is Pennington Gap, which is the most 
populous town in Lee County, Virginia with a 
current population of 1,781.  

 

Since our first encounter of the town of 
Pennington in Minnesota, Jan and I have done 
some research and found a town named 
Pennington in New Jersey that is full of small-
town charm and was named the “Best Town for 
Families” by the New Jersey Family Magazine. 
There are two ghost towns named Pennington 
in the southern part of Georgia. One is in 
Morgan County, near Madison, the other is in 
Sumter County, about a mile from Andersonville 
where a large plantation was once located but 
has long since vanished. 
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Also, an early mining town named Pennington 
was located on Bald Mountain in South Dakota 
which only survived for two years. Close to this 
location is the current Silver City in Pennington 
County.  

Thus, our search continues, and it continues to 
be enjoyable to plan a route and look for the 
name Pennington. But until we find more towns 
or roads, keep in mind: 

 

A special thanks to Keith Danielson and 
Don Pennington for their articles and 

pictures featured this month. 
 

Remember… All published articles earn a 

free breakfast, entry into the year-end 
newsletter drawing AND your fellow members 
and the newsletter editor will appreciate your 
articles. You will also earn points toward the 

2021 MOTY Awards! 
 

MSTR         

Heads Up 
 
Here is a listing of some of 
the upcoming local events 
and meetings within the 
next few months. If you 
know of a local motorcycle 

event in Michigan or Ontario the MSTR would 
be interested in send Rachel Durling an e-
mail to Communications@mstriders.com 
with the details. 
 

MSTR  

East “Breakfast” Meetings 
 
We will continue to observe Covid-19 
precautions, including requesting attendees 
wear masks and maintain social distancing at 
meetings.  
 
Our May MSTR “breakfast” meeting will be 
on May 22nd, 2021 at 10:00am at ITC 
Community Sports Park, 51000 Eight Mile 
Rd, Northville, MI 48167. 
 

MSTR  

West Breakfast Meetings 
 
Our West Side Breakfast Meetings are 
starting in person again! Our May West Side 
MSTR meeting will be on June 12thth, 2021 at 
the Alibi Bar and Grill at 9:00am, 1394 E 
Riverside Dr, Ionia, MI 48846. 
 
Please call the Alibi at 616-527-1810 if you will 
be attending the meeting. They open just for us 
and need to know how many people will be 
attending so they can prepare enough 
breakfast. 

 

MSTR           

2021 Rides 

Please check the MSTR 
website for an updated list of 
the rides and events for 

2021. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please send an email to the address below. A 
complete list of events is on the Events page of 
the MSTR website (www.mstriders.com).  

Note: MSTRider membership is required to 
attend a MSTR riding event. We will not be able 
to add your name to an event sign-up list unless 
you are a current MSTRider or until your New 
MSTRider Form or MSTRider Renewal form 
and fee are received. Go to 
www.mstriders.com, then navigate to the 
Resources page and scroll down to the New 
MSTRider Form or the MSTRider Renewal 

   

mailto:Communications@mstriders.com
tel:6165271810
http://www.mstriders.com/
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Form if you would like to become a member or 
need to renew your membership. 

 

MSTR ROUGHRIDER 

1000/Terry Odom’s 

Memorial Ride 

Saturday, June 12th, 2021 

Get yourself to The Woodshed in Hopkinsville 
KY. John Horner and Peter Stephan invite you 
to get on the road with us and ride a full day so 
as to boast later that you rode a little over 1000 
miles within 24 hours. 

Event Organizers: Peter Stephan: 
rideamotorcycle@gmail.com or 
John Horner: jhorner@bmwmcsem.com  

7 Ranges Ride (7R2) 
June 17 - 19, 2021  

Wheeling, WV 

Join us for the Seven Ranges Ride based in 
Wheeling, WV. Wheeling is about 250 miles 
from the Michigan-Ohio border near Toledo, so 
it makes for an easy, long weekend ride. C'mon 
out.  

Riders will start arriving on Thursday and there 
will be mandatory rider meetings on Thursday 
and Friday evenings at 9pm to sign waivers and 
make up riding groups. Rides will be on Friday 
and Saturday, heading home on Sunday.  

Most of the routes will be in Ohio, riding a 
combination of roads we know from Marietta 
rides and roads a bit further north. In addition, 
Jac has put together a few more routes in Ohio, 
including some fun new roads. There will also 
be a couple of routes which mix Ohio roads with 
West Virginia roads.  

The part of Ohio we like to ride in is called the 
Seven Ranges country. The Seven Ranges was 
the first official survey by the United States 
government and started in 1785. It surveyed 
eastern Ohio for 7 ranges west of the Ohio 

River. A range is the width of a township. The 
Seven Ranges cover the area between the Ohio 
River and a north-south line just east of 
Marietta.  

Contact Jac Brown as shown below if you would 
like to attend this ride. Event information 
including hotel & local restaurant information, 
Rider Packages and GPS routes will only be 
provided to those who have signed up.  

Event Organizer: Jac Brown  
E-mail: jac.brown999@gmail.com 
 

Blue Grass Boogie (BGB) 

July 22 - 26, 2021 
Morehead, KY 

 
Load your favorite Bluegrass music to your playlist 
and come on down Kentucky from July 22 to July 
26th for the MSTR Blue Grass Boogie ride! We will 
be working on rolling those chicken strips as we ride 
through the Daniel Boone National Forest. 
 

 
 
We have seven prepared routes of length of 254 
miles all the way up to 326 miles. These routes will 
take you through some scenic country and beautiful 
vistas.  

mailto:rideamotorcycle@gmail.com
mailto:jhorner@bmwmcsem.com
mailto:jac.brown999@gmail.com
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We will be meeting up in Morehead city at the 
Hampton Inn. We have set up a block of 10 rooms 
at a rate of $99.00 per night. The address is 500 
Hampton Way, Morehead, KY 40351 (606) 780-
0601. It's a 6 1/2-hour ride, or 377 miles from 
Farmington to Morehead City. 

 
We will gather about 8 pm at the Hampton Inn for the 
first of the nightly riders’ meetings. The meeting will 
be used to review the MSTR rider guidelines, verify 
that the proper forms are complete and start the 
conversations on riding groups. From there we will 
share fellowship and enjoy person to person 
interaction after a pandemic.  
 
Event information including hotel & local restaurant 
information, Rider Packages and GPS routes will 
only be provided to those who have signed up.  
 
Event Organizer: Marc Wilkins: 
wilkinsmarc784@gmail.com 

 

2021 Michigan One Room Schoolhouse 
Grand Tour 

All Year 

 

The MSTR grand tour returns for 2021 with a 
visit to one room schoolhouses. It is estimated 
that at one time there were over 7,200 one room 
schoolhouses in Michigan. Today, the Michigan 
One Room Schoolhouse Association (MORSA) 
has a directory of over 7,000 of these one room 
schoolhouses that is searchable by county or by 
school name. Fourteen of those have been 
selected as our checkpoints for 2021, though 
you can likely see many more as you ride 
through the countryside. 

 
To sign up for the grand tour, simply send your 
name, email, and telephone number, to Keith 
Danielson at keithmdanielson@gmail.com, or 
sign up at any one of our meetings in Ionia for 
the west side, or Novi or Livonia for the east side 
to get the information package to complete the 
tour. The grand tour is done at your 
convenience as your schedule permits. The 
checkpoints can be done in any order between 
now and November 21. It provides you with an 
excuse to go for a ride with a destination and 
purpose in mind. Whether you do all 14 with a 
bunch of extras, or if you only do one, it doesn’t 
really matter. The only thing that really matters 
is that you get out on your motorcycle and enjoy 
a nice ride. To qualify for a finisher’s award, you 
need to send your picture proofs no later than 
November 21.  
 
We hope you will join us this year to get out to 
find these 14 schoolhouses. Who knows what 
other sights, sounds, smells, and history you 
might find while doing so? You might find a few 
other pieces of Michigan history, culture, 
culinary, or scenic beauty along the way, even if 
your readin’, writin’ and ‘rithmatic are a bit rusty. 
 

Twisty Road Riding Seminar  
By: Bill Webb 

 
 
Reminder to those who have already taken the 
Twisty Road Seminar, one training slot in each 
seminar is held back for those who have taken 
the seminar previously who want a free 
refresher. That list is created on a first-to-
request basis.  Therefore, if you want to retake 
the seminar this season, send me an e-mail. 
wwebb@motorcyclesafetyassociation.com 

mailto:wilkinsmarc784@gmail.com
mailto:keithmdanielson@gmail.com
mailto:wwebb@motorcyclesafetyassociation.com
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For those not familiar with the Twisty Road 
Seminar program, it was started in 2019 by 
formation of the Motorcycle Safety Association, 
a non-profit corporation that has since been 
determined to be a charity under Section 
501(c)(3) of the I.R.S. code.   More information 
about the program and what others who have 
taken the seminar have said about the program 
can be seen at: 
https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/ 
 
If you may be  interested in signing-up, you can 
learn more about the program at the website link 
above and you can sign-up online at:  
https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/si
gn-up-for-training   
 
Because of the Motorcycle Safety Association’s 
charity status, Amazon has agreed to donate ½ 
of 1% of the Amazon purchase amounts people 
make. Your participation in this program is 
without cost to you. It is a simple two-step 
process, first go to: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-3799306   
where you acknowledge the amount above will 
be donated to support the Association, without 
cost to you.  Then when you make future 
purchases, you need only bookmark or start 
typing: Smile.amazon.com instead of 
Amazon.com and ½ of 1% of your purchases 
will be donated to the Association.   This no cost 
to you way to support the program will certainly 
be appreciated.  If you sign up on this Amazon 
program, please drop me a note and let me 
know.  Thanks. 
 

MSTR 

Newsletter & Website 
 

The MSTR Newsletter and Website 
(www.mstriders.com/) belong to you, the 
riders. They both can only be as good and as 
interesting as you make them. If you have 
something to say about a ride, your bike, 
perhaps a trip you are planning, whatever, send 
it in for the newsletter and/or website to:  
Rachel Durling:  
(communications@mstriders.com) 
 

For Your Information 
 

Regarding politics, the MSTR does not and shall 
not support any political party.  Political 
discussions are not allowed during MSTR 
meetings or events.  
 
Regarding human rights, the MSTR does not 
and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, gender, gender expression, age, 
national origin, disability, marital status, sexual 
orientation or military status in any of its 
activities. 
 
You are free to have whatever political views 
you desire, but please leave them at home or on 
Facebook.  Please don’t bring them to the 
MSTR. 
 

MSTR 

Dealer Members 
 

BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan 
www.bmwmcsem.com/ 

_____________________________________ 
 

BMW of Grand Rapids 
www.bmwmcgr.com/ 

_____________________________________ 

 
Ducati Detroit 

www.ducatidetroit.com/ 
_____________________________________ 
 

College Bike Shop 
www.collegebikeshop.com/ 

 

  

Honda Suzuki of Warren 
www.hondasuzukiofwarren.com 

_____________________________________ 

 
BMW Detroit 

www.bmwdetroit.com 
 
 

https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/
https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/sign-up-for-training
https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/sign-up-for-training
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-3799306
http://www.mstriders.com/
mailto:(communications@mstriders.com)
http://www.bmwmcsem.com/
http://www.bmwmcgr.com/
http://www.ducatidetroit.com/
http://www.collegebikeshop.com/
http://www.hondasuzukiofwarren.com/
http://www.bmwdetroit.com/
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MSTR  

Photo Gallery 
 
The MSTR maintains a Smug Mug photo gallery 
(https://mstriders.smugmug.com/) to allow 
riders to upload and download pictures of 
various club events. Upload and download 
passwords are sent out to participants for each 
event. Click on the above link or visit the MSTR 
website and select the MSTR Photo Gallery link 
to check out all the event pictures.  
 
Photos from 2021 MR2: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://mstriders.smugmug.com/
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Please patronize the following businesses 

owned by your fellow MSTR Members and 
Dealers whenever possible. 
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