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2021 7R2 Ride Report
By: Jac Brown
Let's start with the giraffe and the alligator.
Contrary to rumor, the Amish are not using
giraffes to pull their buggies. Although it would
be an interesting sight.

The Later Alligator motto is “Eat or We Both
Starve”. It is a fun restaurant with a nice outdoor
courtyard in back and some very creative
crepes, wraps, and sandwiches. For example,
Guac Around the Clock, Crepes of Wrath, and
All Hat, No Cattle are among your savory crepe
choices.
Overall, we had 13 riders with no performance
awards or “special situations” and all rode to the
event except one and he has the very good
excuse of having broken his back, making riding
across the Ohio flats not worth the trip. Two
riders, new to the club but not new to riding,
joined the ride. Please welcome Wes Francis
and Max Yankelevich.

The giraffe was a full-size statue, close to the
road, just as you crest a hill in a turn at 7R2. To
quote the ever-eloquent Ian, “WTF?” Let's just
say that the giraffe made more than one rider
smile.
Now the alligator refers to the 'Later Alligator'
restaurant in downtown Wheeling. We had a
group dinner of sort, with the help of Tom
Brimhall bringing along 7 of us in his truck. Max
and Wes rode in the bed, which is legal in WV,
not as some sort of initiation to the club (new
members), but by choice.

Weather on the ride down was of the finest kind,
low humidity and comfortable temperatures.
Friday's ride started out fine, but a front did pass
through during lunch, but that's okay, a long
lunch and another beverage were our order of
the day. After lunch, we had a bit of damp roads
for a few miles followed by dry roads the rest of

the afternoon. Looking at the radar prediction,
Saturday's ride looked awful. But we went riding
anyway and only a few drops of rain made it to
our helmet visors. All groups got in a full day of
riding. Finally, Sunday woke to a thunderstorm
and wet roads, but people adapted with some
riding west toward dryer roads and others
waiting out dry roads near Wheeling.

film. This small automatic camera was amazing.
It was taken on vacations, used to photograph
family gatherings and events, as well as
numerous activities with friends. The photo
below is Jan and I on a motorcycle trip with the
Instamatic camera around my neck.

One more animal incident to report. While riding
along Captina Creek on Saturday afternoon,
Max found himself riding parallel to a red-tailed
hawk who I had scared up from the side of the
road. I guess the hawk found Max threatening
because he started making moves towards
Max. Open throttle and escape. I guess not
everyone in Ohio was happy to see us.

With the photographic bug firmly ingrained, I
wanted a camera that would allow more
flexibility and would allow the use of settings
granting more control in taking a picture. After a
search of what was available on the market, I
acquired my first major camera, a 35mm Nikon
camera. Now the possibilities of taking a picture
were endless. I began to graduate toward black
and white photography since it seemed to have
more artistic value and greater expression of
tone and contrast.

Remembering Ansel
By: Don Pennington
My first memory of taking a photograph was
when my parents gave me a Polaroid Land
Camera many years ago. I would push the
button on the side, pull out the film from the
camera, and watch a black and white picture
come to life before my eyes which could only be
described as magic. I would then swipe the
photograph with an applicator that came in the
film box, with a liquid plastic coating so the
photograph would not fade. Sometime later
polaroid came out with color film which
increased the magic.

As I became more involved in photography, I
wanted more control of the end product resulting
in a printed photograph to my specifications.
Depending on a lab to develop and print my
negatives became more undesirable and
inadequate. So, after a lot of thought, it became
evident that the next step in my photographic
progression was to build a dark room.
Fortunately, the house Jan and I at the time
were living had a large basement which gave
me the opportunity to construct a separate room
including wiring, plumbing with a large sink to
hold development trays, and suitable counter
space. After a while, a photographic enlarger
with accessories was added and I was in
business. This was a fantastic experience,

In later years I maintained my interest in
photography and acquired a Kodak Instamatic,
allowing me to use square format color slide
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being in control of the end product, a
photographic print to my size and specifications.
This arrangement lasted quite some time as I
developed and printed 35mm negatives. Always
looking for better ways to produce higher quality
prints and increase my photographic skill I
decided that I needed a larger format camera.
Eventually I took a big step and decided to get a
4” x 5” large format camera. This worked
exceptionally well, even though it was more
difficult to carry it around with a tripod and
awkward film holders, but I now had what I had
always wanted, extreme high quality and
individual negative control. To accentuate my
photographic desire, I read and studied
numerous photographic books and reviewed the
works of various well-known photographers.
This wonderful photographic adventure and
experience lasted for quite some time until I
recognized that I could increase my skills by
studying firsthand an individual that was
producing exceptional work with landscape
subjects which were the type of photographic
prints I eventually wanted to do. There were
several nationally known photographers that I
could choose from, but one stood out above the
rest, Ansel Adams. Ansel held a photographic
workshop in Yosemite National Park every
summer. To get into his workshop I had to
submit several of my photographs for him to
review to be accepted. It was great news when
I received notice that I was accepted into his
workshop. The workshop was exceptional.
There
were
photographic
companies
represented from all over the country and
certain foreign countries. One was the Polaroid
company from New York who supplied as much
of their advanced photographic products as I
wanted. I reflected that it had been a long time
since my first photographic experience on their
historic camera and instant print film many years
ago. There were also numerous exceptional
photographers and other workshop attendees
from all over the country. Being with Ansel and
other attendees for ten days was one of my most
treasured and wonderful experiences. The
photograph at the top of the next page is Ansel
and I walking down a trail in Yosemite National
Park.

Ansel and I walking down a trail in Yosemite National Park.

At that time there was an “Ansel Adams Gallery”
which consisted of a small house in Yosemite
Valley that had an extended and enclosed front
building addition. This house and building
addition were originally owned by the family of
Ansel’s wife, Virginia Best. The gallery
contained some of Ansel’s photographs as well
as an exceptional collection of native American
crafts. Today the small house still exists,
however the small building addition gallery has
been expanded into a large, modern standalone gallery dedicated to Ansel’s photographs.

So, reflecting back on all these experiences and
realizing that it had been a number of years
since the workshop experience, it was decided
that Jan and I would ride our bikes to California
and Yosemite National Park to see how the
small house and gallery had survived. I also
wanted to walk some of the areas and locations
where I talked with Ansel. Jan got out the maps
and plotted a bike route to California passing
through several states, riding numerous remote
back roads, and small towns.
3

When we finally arrived at Yosemite National
Park a lot had changed. More commercial
buildings, tourist housing, expanded highway
systems, thick haze taking the clarity away from
El Capitan and Half Dome, and a great deal
more people. It was refreshing, however to find
the little house that was now behind a large,
expanded “Ansel Adams Gallery”. I met the
manager in charge of the gallery and told him I
had first met Ansel in the back yard of the little
house. After talking a while with the manager,
he took me to the back yard and all the old
memories of Ansel walking toward me,
welcoming me, and shaking my hand came
forth. Memories are wonderful. What I learned
and experienced at Ansel’s workshop was the
guiding light to enhance my photographic
prospective and continue to increase my craft in
producing photograph images.

It was a wonderful trip and experience, traveling
by motorcycle to Yosemite National Park
through some of the most exceptional
landscapes in every state as well as bringing
back memories and experiences that have led
to many photographic adventures. I have never
been able to combine photography and
motorcycle travel. Each one is unique and
requires its own perspective, besides I can’t
carry the camera with various accessories on
my bike. I know that digital photography is
currently popular, easier to carry, and has
endless possibilities, however is not quite the
same as a good negative. But in the back of my
mind, I still remember Ansel stating that “the
negative is the score, and the print is the
performance” As long as I can carry the 8 x 10
camera, film holders, and tripod I will keep this
quote in mind. Now on to the next adventure.

It must be noted that since that time I have
acquired a Deardorff 8” x 10” large format
camera and for many years carried it on a
special freighter frame backpack. Currently I am
packing the camera, which is a suitcase, on a
wheel cart. It takes more effort to carry it into the
more difficult and remote places but rolling on
wheels has its advantages. There are larger
photographic cameras, but there is a limit to
what can be carried in remote areas.
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A special thanks to Jac Brown and Don
Pennington for their articles and pictures
featured this month.
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MSTR
2021 Rides

Remember… All published articles earn a
free breakfast, entry into the year-end
newsletter drawing AND your fellow members
and the newsletter editor will appreciate your
articles. You will also earn points toward the

Please check the MSTR
website for an updated list of
the rides and events for
2021. If you are interested in volunteering,
please send an email to the address below. A
complete list of events is on the Events page of
the MSTR website (www.mstriders.com).

2021 MOTY Awards!

MSTR
Heads Up
Here is a listing of some of
the upcoming local events
and meetings within the
next few months. If you
know of a local motorcycle
event in Michigan or Ontario the MSTR would
be interested in send Rachel Durling an email to Communications@mstriders.com
with the details.

Note: MSTRider membership is required to
attend a MSTR riding event. We will not be able
to add your name to an event sign-up list unless
you are a current MSTRider or until your New
MSTRider Form or MSTRider Renewal form
and
fee
are
received.
Go
to
www.mstriders.com, then navigate to the
Resources page and scroll down to the New
MSTRider Form or the MSTRider Renewal
Form if you would like to become a member or
need
to
renew
your
membership.

MSTR
East “Breakfast” Meetings

Blue Grass Boogie (BGB)
July 22 - 25, 2021
Morehead, KY

Our East Side June Breakfast meeting will
be on June 26th, 2021, at 9:00am at SE BMW
at 14855 N. Sheldon Rd, Plymouth, MI 48170
for just June only.

Load your favorite Bluegrass music to your
playlist and come on down to Kentucky from
July 22 to July 25th for the MSTR Blue Grass
Boogie ride! We will be working on rolling those
chicken strips as we ride through the Daniel
Boone National Forest.

The plan is to be back at Coach’s Corner in
Livonia in July for our actual breakfast
meetings.

MSTR
West Breakfast Meetings

We have seven prepared routes of length of 254
miles all the way up to 326 miles. These routes
will take you through some scenic country and
beautiful vistas.

Our June West Side MSTR meeting will be on
July 10th, 2021, at the Alibi Bar and Grill at
9:00am, 1394 E Riverside Dr, Ionia, MI 48846.

We will be meeting up in Morehead city at the
Hampton Inn. We have set up a block of 10
rooms at a rate of $99.00 per night. The address
is 500 Hampton Way, Morehead, KY 40351
(606) 780-0601. It's a 6 1/2-hour ride, or 377
miles from Farmington to Morehead City.

Please call the Alibi at 616-527-1810 if you will
be attending the meeting. They open just for us
and need to know how many people will be
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We will gather about 8 pm at the Hampton Inn
for the first of the nightly riders’ meetings. The
meeting will be used to review the MSTR rider
guidelines, verify that the proper forms are
complete and start the conversations on riding
groups. From there we will share fellowship and
enjoy person to person interaction after a
pandemic.

New River Gorge Bridge and Holly River State
Park in West Virginia. And of course, every
route includes a great lunch stop such as the
Beallsville Diner, Boondocks BBQ, Hillbilly
Hotdogs, Maxwell’s Pizza or Pies & Pints.

BBR is headquartered in Marietta, Ohio making
it a comfortable one-day ride from many
Michigan locations. BBR 6 officially runs from
Sunday, August 15th to Saturday, August 21st.
MSTRiders can choose to attend for the entire
week or for any portion of the week, whichever
fits their schedule.

Event information including hotel & local
restaurant information, Rider Packages and
GPS routes will only be provided to those who
have signed up.

BBR Event Headquarters
Hampton Inn
508 Pike Street, Marietta, OH
(740) 373-5353

Event Organizer: Marc Wilkins
Email: wilkinsmarc784@gmail.com

BBR 6

To join us for BBR and get the code for the
MSTR Hampton Inn room rate send an email to
Ian as noted below. A block of rooms are being
held until July 31st.
An event package,
consisting of an event overview, GPS routes,
turn-by-turn directions and route maps will be
made available to everyone who signed up.

Barn Burn Raid 6
August 15th to August 21st, 2021
Marietta, OH
The Barn Burn Raid (BBR) is one of our most
popular and best attended events. It takes its
name from the iconic Mail Pouch Tobacco barns
seen throughout SE Ohio.

If you are interested in going on a white water
rafting adventure on the Lower New River
during BBR6 please contact Ian. Possible dates
will be August 17th or August 18th. Ideally we’d
like to get 8 people to fill up one entire raft.

We’ll be riding along some of the best twisty
roads in and around the rolling hills and valleys
of southeast Ohio and West Virginia. We’ll visit
favorite sites like the Big Muskie in Ohio and the

Event Organizer: Ian Orr
Email: mclorr1198@gmail.com
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We hope you will join us this year to get out to
find these 14 schoolhouses. Who knows what
other sights, sounds, smells, and history you
might find while doing so? You might find a few
other pieces of Michigan history, culture,
culinary, or scenic beauty along the way, even if
your readin’, writin’ and ‘rithmatic are a bit rusty.

2021 Michigan One Room
Schoolhouse Grand Tour
All Year

Twisty Road Riding Seminar
By: Bill Webb

The MSTR grand tour returns for 2021 with a
visit to one room schoolhouses. It is estimated
that at one time there were over 7,200 one room
schoolhouses in Michigan. Today, the Michigan
One Room Schoolhouse Association (MORSA)
has a directory of over 7,000 of these one room
schoolhouses that is searchable by county or by
school name. Fourteen of those have been
selected as our checkpoints for 2021, though
you can likely see many more as you ride
through the countryside.

Reminder to those who have already taken the
Twisty Road Seminar, one training slot in each
seminar is held back for those who have taken
the seminar previously who want a free
refresher. That list is created on a first-torequest basis. Therefore, if you want to retake
the seminar this season, send me an e-mail.
wwebb@motorcyclesafetyassociation.com
For those not familiar with the Twisty Road
Seminar program, it was started in 2019 by
formation of the Motorcycle Safety Association,
a non-profit corporation that has since been
determined to be a charity under Section
501(c)(3) of the I.R.S. code. More information
about the program and what others who have
taken the seminar have said about the program
can be seen at:
https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/

To sign up for the grand tour, simply send your
name, email, and telephone number, to Keith
Danielson at keithmdanielson@gmail.com, or
sign up at any one of our meetings in Ionia for
the west side, or Novi or Livonia for the east side
to get the information package to complete the
tour. The grand tour is done at your
convenience as your schedule permits. The
checkpoints can be done in any order between
now and November 21. It provides you with an
excuse to go for a ride with a destination and
purpose in mind. Whether you do all 14 with a
bunch of extras, or if you only do one, it doesn’t
really matter. The only thing that really matters
is that you get out on your motorcycle and enjoy
a nice ride. To qualify for a finisher’s award, you
need to send your picture proofs no later than
November 21.

If you may be interested in signing-up, you can
learn more about the program at the website link
above and you can sign-up online at:
https://motorcyclesafetyassociation.com/si
gn-up-for-training
Because of the Motorcycle Safety Association’s
charity status, Amazon has agreed to donate ½
of 1% of the Amazon purchase amounts people
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make. Your participation in this program is
without cost to you. It is a simple two-step
process, first go to:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-3799306
where you acknowledge the amount above will
be donated to support the Association, without
cost to you. Then when you make future
purchases, you need only bookmark or start
typing:
Smile.amazon.com
instead
of
Amazon.com and ½ of 1% of your purchases
will be donated to the Association. This no cost
to you way to support the program will certainly
be appreciated. If you sign up on this Amazon
program, please drop Bill a note and let me
know. Thanks.

MSTR
Dealer Members
BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan
www.bmwmcsem.com/
_____________________________________

BMW of Grand Rapids
www.bmwmcgr.com/
_____________________________________

Ducati Detroit
www.ducatidetroit.com/
_____________________________________

MSTR
Newsletter & Website

College Bike Shop
www.collegebikeshop.com/

The
MSTR
Newsletter
and
Website
(www.mstriders.com/) belong to you, the
riders. They both can only be as good and as
interesting as you make them. If you have
something to say about a ride, your bike,
perhaps a trip you are planning, whatever, send
it in for the newsletter and/or website to:
Rachel Durling:
(communications@mstriders.com)

Honda Suzuki of Warren
www.hondasuzukiofwarren.com
_____________________________________

BMW Detroit
www.bmwdetroit.com

MSTR
Photo Gallery

For Your Information
Regarding politics, the MSTR does not and shall
not support any political party. Political
discussions are not allowed during MSTR
meetings or events.

The MSTR maintains a Smug Mug photo gallery
(https://mstriders.smugmug.com/) to allow
riders to upload and download pictures of
various club events. Upload and download
passwords are sent out to participants for each
event. Click on the above link or visit the MSTR
website and select the MSTR Photo Gallery link
to check out all the event pictures.

Regarding human rights, the MSTR does not
and shall not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, gender, gender expression, age,
national origin, disability, marital status, sexual
orientation or military status in any of its
activities.
You are free to have whatever political views
you desire, but please leave them at home or on
Facebook. Please don’t bring them to the
MSTR.
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Please patronize the following businesses
owned by your fellow MSTR Members and
Dealers whenever possible.
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