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Finally, Alaska! Part 1
By: Roland Knoepke

After numerous times trying to get “Way Up North” to
Alaska, | put together The Plan. Many people were
interested, but noncommittal. After talking to my wife
Carey, a ‘very wise individual, | decided to go on my
own, crazy or not!

To prepare for this trip, | read magazine articles about
riding to Alaska. In addition, | read “Alaska by
Motorcycle: How to Motorcycle to Alaska” by Dr.
Gregory W. Frazier, and “The World-Famous Alaska
Highway: A Guide to the Alcan & Other Wilderness
Roads of the North” by Tricia Brown. The most helpful
resource was the latest edition of “The Milepost,” which
is the best travel guide to Alaska. | also talked to a
number of riders that had gone before me and was
given invaluable advice.

Many adventurous riders like to find places to stay
along the way, but | like to book in advance so | know
where I'm staying each night. | planned on camping
five out of 29 nights. The other 24 nights were a mix of
motels, old hotels, B&B’s, and cabins. After packing,
rethinking my gear, then repacking, | got it narrowed
down. | also packed copies of my legal documents
(even of the GS’s title), but all | was required to show at
borders was my Passport. So easy!

Just before leaving,
6/5/2023 — Feeling much
happier than I look!

My first night was June 5, when | camped at Flowing
Well Campground west of Manistique. It was very
peaceful. Traveling West on Hwy 2, | was met with on
and off light rain. The first 5 days were only between
300 and 450 miles. Easy!

My first surprise of the trip came shortly after | entered
Montana. Here, U.S. Route 2 is the main (only) street
through the small town of Culbertson and it was
completely torn down to mud and sand. The ruts were
up to my axels! | wouldn’t want to ride through those
few miles on anything other than an adventure bike with
50/50 tires.

| crossed into Canada west of Glacier National Park at
the Roosville crossing, where it was once again raining.
| stayed at Mountain View Cabins North of Golden, BC
on Hwy 1, and really enjoyed this location.

Mountain View Cabins
Golden, British Columbia

Mountain View — Promise delivered!
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The next day | backtracked to Golden and followed Hwy
1 to Lake Louise. This is a wonderful road up and
through the Rocky Mountains. | then headed to the
Icefields Pkwy on Hwy 93. Though very busy it was
really beautiful! Out of Jasper, | took Hwy 16 to Prince
George.

On the way to Prince George, British Columbia

More to come in Part 2!

Fall Color Ride Wrap-up
By: Keith Danielson

Immediately following the Riding on the Edge (ROTE)
event (see last month’s Michigan Sport Touring Riders
Report by Jac Brown), we held the Fall Color Ride in
conjunction with the MSTA in Lewisburg, West Virginia.
Several riders came directly from the ROTE, but for
others, this event officially started in Marietta, Ohio.
Eleven different routes, generated over the last four
years, provide various ways to get from Marietta to
Lewisburg. Riders can choose based on route,
distance, or preferred lunch stop.

In Lewisburg, the MSTA “Just for Fun” free event
offered 16 routes of varying distances going in all
directions from Lewisburg, with several points of
interest along the way. Those who arrived on Thursday
accompanied one of the groups of MSTA riders on
Friday. This was a fun day riding with and getting to
know new people.

On Saturday, MSTRiders split into two groups: One led
by Jan Pennington, and the other led by Russ
McClelland.  Russ’ group (Keith Danielson, Don
Pennington, Susan Ahn, and Craig Blogin) enjoyed a
great 256-mile route. After a BBQ and burgers lunch at
the Rebel Smokehouse in Mullens, WV, we
experienced the highlight of the route! WV-10 has very
nice technical twisties over and around a couple of
mountains. We continued back to Lewisburg for dinner,

where we enjoyed an entertaining night of stories from
the road, with riders kicking lies and telling tires.

Riders With Foggy “Fall Cb/br”

Sunday morning in Lewisburg was foggy, but clear
skies were promised. We had 199 miles to get back to
Marietta. Despite the lure of more great West Virginia
backroads, Tom Hudson and | decided to hightail it
home on the interstate. 665 miles and 11 hours later, |
was back home and preparing for my next ride.

Next year's plan is to ride down to Marietta on
Wednesday, then to Lewisburg on Thursday. This will
allow us to take advantage of the routes around
Lewisburg. This event will be followed by the Riding on
the Edge, so that those who wish to and can take more
time can maximize the fun for the last ride of the season.
| hope to see you at next year’s Fall Color Ride.

A special thanks to Jeff Anderson, Roland
Knoepke, and Keith Danielson for the articles
featured this month.

Remember: All published articles earn a free
breakfast, entry into the year-end newsletter drawing
AND your fellow members and the newsletter editor
will appreciate your articles. You will also earn points
toward the 2023 MOTY Awards!

MSTR
Heads Up

Here are some of the
upcoming local events and
meetings. If you know of a
local motorcycle event in
Michigan or Ontario that
MSTR members might be
interested in, send lan Orr
an e-mail to
Ridership@mstriders.com
with the details.
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MSTR
East Breakfast Meetings

Our next east side breakfast meeting is Saturday,
November 18, 2023, at 9:00 am at Senate Coney
Island, 34359 Plymouth Road, Livonia, Ml 48150.

Note: The November and December 2023 east side
breakfast meetings will be held on the 3" Saturdays
due to the holidays. Mark your calendars for
November 18 and December 16, 2023.

MSTR
West Lunch Meetings

Our next west side lunch meeting is Saturday,
December 9, 2023, at 11:00 am at the Alibi Bar &
Grill, 1394 East Riverside Dr., lonia, Ml 48846.

Cwisty Road Semipar
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What a Professional rider
says about the Seminar

*The Twisty Road Seminar alfers sound advice to all stroot
riders, rogardloss of oxporionca level™
Mark Millar, Isla of Man TT = 18t Placae Winner

About us

The Motorcycle Safety Association
s & State of Michigan Hon-Profit
corporation. The U.S. Treasury
Departmant has determined the
Aszsociation e a charity under
saction 201(c)(3) of the Intermal
Revenus Code. Donations are
tharalors tax deductibls io the
extant tha law mllows,
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Scan the above QR code with your smartphone to
learn more about the Twisty Road Seminar.

MSTR
Upcoming Rides

For a full list of MSTR 2024 events, please check the
MSTR website (www.mstriders.com) and go to the
Events page. If you are interested in volunteering,
please send an email to the address above.

Note: MSTRider membership is required to attend
an MSTR riding event. We will not be able to add
your name to an event sign-up list unless you are a
current MSTRider or until your New MSTRider Form
or MSTRider Renewal form and fee are received. Go
to www.mstriders.com, then navigate to the
Resources page and scroll down to the New
MSTRider Form or the MSTRider Renewal Form.

2023 Michigan
That’s ... Unique Grand Tour

The theme this year is unique things to see in
Michigan!
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It will once again take you all over the lower peninsula
and the upper peninsula, to give you a good chance to
enjoy some of the things that Michigan has to offer. As
in the past, this is an event to do at your own pace, on
your own schedule, alone or with one or more friends.
You can visit as many of the checkpoints as your time
and energy permit. When visiting a checkpoint, you will
simply take a photo of your motorcycle with the Grand
Tour sign and the checkpoint behind as shown in the
photo, and then send your photos to me for proof of
your visit.

Basically, the grand tour is simply 14 destinations, and
an excuse to get out on your motorcycle and ride
around our great lake state. If you think you might like
to participate but don’t know if you will find the time to
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do all 14 checkpoints, sign up to receive the
information packet anyway. There’s no obligation to
visit any checkpoints, just a lot of great places to go
and things to see if you do.

At the end of the year, we’ll tally up the results, and
give awards at the MOTY banquet to participants who
completed the grand tour.

The grand tour will run until December 31! (Note the
date extension!) If you would like to do the 2023
Michigan That’s... Unique Grand Tour, you can sign
up at any meeting, or send an email to

keithmdanielson@gmail.com, and [I'll send the

information out.

MSTR
Newsletter and Website

The MSTR Newsletter and Website
(www.mstriders.com/) belong to you, the riders. They
both can only be as good and as interesting as you
make them. If you have something to say about a ride,
your bike, perhaps a trip you are planning, whatever,
send it in for the newsletter and/or website to:

Heidi Nagel, heidiin@gmail.com.

MSTR
Dealer Members

BMW Motorcycles of SE Michigan

www.bmwmecsem.com/

BMW of Grand Rapids
www.bmwmcgr.com/

Ducati Detroit
www.ducatidetroit.com/

College Bike Shop
www.collegebikeshop.com/

-Honda Suzuki of Warren
www.hondasuzukiofwarren.com

BMW Detroit

www.bmwdetroit.com

MSTR
Photo Gallery

The MSTR maintains a Smug Mug photo gallery
(https:/imstriders.smugmug.com/) to allow riders to
upload and download pictures of various club events.
Upload and download passwords are sent out to
participants for each event. Click on the above link or
visit the MSTR website and select the MSTR Photo
Gallerylink to check out all the event pictures.

Bike Photos: Battle of the Brits
Submitted By: Jeff Anderson

The Ariel Square 4 rode into the show ahead of me and
sounded amazing.

The Mystéry Si and Triumph X 75‘:-Were designed by
Craig Vetter in the 1970's. The bikes were both owned
by the same person and in mint condition.
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Please patronize the following
businesses owned by your fellow
MSTR Members and Dealers whenever
possible.

Chip Ashton

CJ'S HEAD & Hu_f.ff SHOP

Mo & Moring Serv Ul L

248-683-6344

1 140 Shady Lanc € Waterford, M1 48327

SEL-MOTION ROTORSEPORTE MARKETING
POB 70403, LATHRUP VILLAGE, M1 48076

TEL: Za8 fifg S50 Rl 308402 a7

woe, bellincorse. com

MICHAEL SELMAN

saleafiballacorse.com

1-248-853-4333

Glenn V Brechner Welding, Inc.

gt wEny T

Auburn Hills. MI 48326

AR TN &gl viweinnT O3 a0

PETE MEYER

HAMMERGRIPS

CUSTOM CUT TANK GRIPS

bighammer @ chartermi.net
(231) 499-7935

1800 Nelsan Rd.
Traverse City, Ml 43686

BIKE WORKS

Dave “0" Ostaszewski
State Certified Master Motorcycle Mechanic
We service all makes, models, foreign and domestic.

Union Lake, MI - 313.663.2836
daveo@ozonebikeworks.com - ozanebikewarks.com

OUR COMPLETE LIST OF PERSOMALIZED SERVICES

* Mechanical repair and maintenance of all brands

+ Cylinder boring and valve-jobs

» Carburetor cleaning, restoration and synchronizing

* Plastic and metal repair

* DEM, powder coating, replica and custom painting

+ Accessory installations (GPS, electrical, lights,
exhaust and suspension)

* Tire changing and disposal

* Free pick-up and delivery within 20 miles

- Servicing sport, dirt, touring and cruiser hikes.

Lelel, Lo), N
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-
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BMW
MOTORCYCLES

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

WWW.BMWMOTOMICHIGAN.COM
734.453.0500
PLYMOUTH, MI




BMW Motorcycles
of Grand Rapids
Andrea Chappell
General Manager

5005 5 Dvision
Grand Rapids, Ml 49548
P 616-530-6900
F B16-530-B421

andrea kamp@bmwmegr.com

werw. bmwmogr.com

DUCATI 248.792.8999

' MICHIGAN'S EXCLUSIVE DUCATI DEALER

a 31828 Woodward Ave i B
7"+ Birmingham, MI 48009 DucatiDetroit.com

Max Durling

Dwner
B10-626-8139

Motarcyche tire mounting and balancing
Pick up and delivery available

MOTORCYCLES
o DE'TROI'T

13015 Rochester Rd., Suite B, Rochester Hills, MI 48307
wynw brmwdetroit.com (248) 402-4010

““edibles

home-created meals made to order
Carol Zimmerman

313-320-6962
carol@everyday-edibles.com
Canton, M| 48188
www.everyday-edibles.com
Your Every Occasion Caterer
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